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Midwest Miniature Guild 
February 2023 Guild Newsletter 

 

Objective: “to collect, create, assemble and share mutual interest of miniature(s)… 

and share our knowledge and skills with the membership.” 

 

February 4, 2023 Meeting 

Meeting Schedule 
Sales Set-Up ...................... 8:00-9:30 
Registration ....................... 9:00-9:30 
Morning Activities ........... 9:30-12:00 
Morning Sales .................. 9:30-12:00 
Lunch ....................................... 12:00 
Business Meeting  ........... 12:00-1:00 
Afternoon Activities .......... 1:00-3:00 
Board Meeting  ................. 3:00-4:00 

 
Due Friday, January 16, 2022: 

 

 Meeting Registration 

 Sales Table Registration 

Board Meetings: 
 

January 24, 2023 TBD 
February 4, 2023 3 pm NBCC 

 

 
Future Dates: 

 

March 4, 2023-Deadline for May 2023 
Newsletter- (Release April 4, 2023) 
 
Future Guild Meeting Dates 
May 6, 2023 
October 7, 2023 
 
 

 

 Happy New Year to Everyone,  

I am looking forward to 2023 and all the new adventures in 
miniatures! Seeing what our members have made during the 
holidays would be a great thing to share. Please think about 
bringing your projects in to show to the rest of us at the 
February meeting. Seeing others work inspires us to finish old 
and start new projects, small or large. Even a photo of a large 
project you completed would be wonderful! We would love 
to see them all! 

I know one of the major hurtles for our guild is how are we to 
move into the technology age from where we started 
out (before the households had computers). How do we keep 
our basic knowledge base intact for future generations to 
expand upon it?  If you have ideas, please drop us a line! 

One of the social media items on our list is to see if we have 
anyone that is active on Pinterest who would be willing to put 
some of our creations onto the site with a link back to our 
home page. Our hopes are to possibly inspire others to find a 
meeting place with like-minded people to enjoy exploring the 
miniature world.  

Also if you know of or have a favorite seller that you would 
like to see having a sales table at our meetings, please drop 
us a line with their information! We'd love to expand on our 
sellers! 

Yes, our larger world has made many changes in our daily 
lives.  Some good, some not so good, and of course, some 
amazing steps in making our minis with new tools and 
gadgets.   

 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Letter from the President 
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2023 EVENTS 

February 4, 2023–MMG Membership 
Meeting, NBCC New Brighton, MN 
 
April 29-30, 2023 Chicago 

International (Tom Bishop Show), 

Chicago, IL 

 
May 6. 2023–MMG Membership 
Meeting, NBCC New Brighton, MN 
 
August 4-5, 2023-MN Dollhouse and 

Miniature Show, NBCC New 

Brighton, MN 

October 7, 2023- MMG Membership 
Meeting, NBCC New Brighton, MN 

 

NBCC Mask Policy 

New Brighton Community Center’s 

mask policy has been updated per 

CDC guidance. As of March 1 masks 

will no longer be required in the 

facility. Recommendations are that 

people with symptoms, a positive 

test, or exposure to someone with 

COVID-19 should wear a mask. Mask 

wearing otherwise is a personal 

preference.   

         

 
 (Continued from Page 1) 

 

We'd love to hear from you regarding what you would like to 
see.  If you have tried a new way of creating something we 
would love to hear from you!  

Remember we have a great scholarship fund available! 

Let's inspire each other to either create or share our 
collections and what hurtles we have crossed in creating our 
own little oasis in our miniature endeavors.  Bring a project 
to work on or one you have gotten stuck on that isn't working 
out. One of us may be able to help you get unstuck! 

Happy Mini Making! 

Eva Donaghue  

 

 

MMG Scholarships 
 

Did you know that MMG has scholarships available? If you are willing 

to teach a workshop at an MMG meeting, based on a skill you learned, 

you can be reimbursed up to 75% of your workshop fee. You have to 

teach within one year of taking your original workshop. 
 

MMG is always looking for workshop teachers and is willing to 

reimburse you for skills you've learned and are willing to share with 

other members. You can apply for the scholarship BEFORE you take 

the workshop or AFTER you take the workshop. Keep our scholarships 

in mind whenever you are taking an outside workshop. 
 

For more information, check out the MMG website - 
www.midwestminiatureguild.org and click on the Scholarship page. 
The Scholarship Application and Instruction Form are included there.   
  
Contact Mary Breslin - mary.breslin55@gmail.com - with any 
questions. 

February’s Lunch will be from 
Kowalski’s 

http://www.midwestminiatureguild.org/
mailto:mary.breslin55@gmail.com
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Highlights of the Guild Meeting Minutes, October 1, 2022 
by Lisa Ketchmark, Secretary  

 

The meeting was called to order by President Eva Donaghue at 12:15 pm. 

Minutes from last meeting were accepted.  

Number of attendees - 56 including guests 

Guests: Regina & Steve Brown (Jane Sanem), Maci Masters (Kathy Huff), Karen Vindish (Mary Vindish) 

Rejoining Member: Nancy Froseth 

Joined at the meeting: Regina & Steve Brown 

Door prizes-Kay Garnett, Joyce Beytien, Mila Falbaum, Barb Anderson, Lisa Ketchmark, Carson Whitlow, 
Judith Myers, Pamela Whitcomb, Freya Jacobson, Cinda Parent, Kathy Huff, Karen Vindish, Eva Donaghue 

Financial Report 

Drawing for volunteers for serving lunch: Helen Terzian 

Lunch: provided by Kowalski's (Soup-Chili, tomato basil, Chicken wild rice- and Sandwiches).  

New Historian: Amber Bloom.  Photos planned to be uploaded to website. 

Looking for 3 people to join the nominating committee (members at large that find people to volunteer for 
elected positions).  Chris Brown offered herself.  

7 people had trouble receiving newsletter by email.  Note to check what happened to the map.  

Centerpieces- Rick Petersen and Pam Rouleau said they would help make centerpieces for the February 
meeting.  Number 4 was drawn at the tables for current centerpieces which were holiday themed, provided 
by Priscilla Scott, Jean Johnson, Eva Donaghue, and Brenda Lutter  

Email sending out for joining a club for those interested.  Reach out to Eva Donaghue. 

Librarian- Returned items drawing prize: Cindy Olson 

Raffle: Half Scale House-Priscilla Scott 

New Business: Plexiglass for 4 sided displays (it was decided to not purchase).  A One Acrylics is a place 
where they can be purchased.  

Twin City Model Train Museum presentation by Jeanne Fish-Guild Member interest.  Share ideas: 
Guilderville, garage sale open to the public, displaying Christmas themed items (Items would be secure), 
table at the State Fair hobby sale (include displays and contact MMG information).  Contact Jeanne Fish at 
fishjeanne@yahoo.com (612-803-6107) or Jane Sanem at janeannsanem@gmail.com (612-900-6106).  

Kate Jangula moved to adjourn meeting and Carson Whitlow seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 12:52.  
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  October Member Displays (Continued on Page 9 ) 

 

       

Top:       Trunk - Joan Purcell                      Altoid Tins – Pam Rouleau                          Halloween Paint Can- Judy Myers 

Middle:    Benches (Railroad Kits) – Lynn Snyder                        Thanksgiving Dinner - Judy Myers 

Bottom:     Bunny Room – Kate Jangula                                               Door Vignette – Pam Rouleau 
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 FEBRUARY WORKSHOPS 
MORNING WORKSHOPS   9:30 am - Noon 

          

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
         

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALTOID TIN SHADOWBOX or COFFEE BAR 

 

Description: Altoid tin & supplies provided to finish with “Steampunk” 
exterior. We will paint & wallpaper interior, cut shelves & add trim. 
Bring your OWN tiny collectibles/charms for SHADOWBOX or COFFEE 
BAR. (Tin dimensions are 3 3/4”x 2 3/8”x 1/2” deep). 
Instructor:  Pam Rouleau 
Skill Level:  Beginner-Intermediate 
Tools/Supplies:  Small scissors, xacto knife, tweezers, pencil, 6” ruler, 
1/4” and  1/2” paint brush, Quick Grab Tacky Glue, magnifying eye 
glasses, box to transport your project in. 
Cost:  $20.00 
Class Limit: Minimum 5 – Maximum 10  
Extra Kits: Available after class 
Here are some suggested accessories to bring: 

SHADOWBOX: Books, radio, small scale furniture piece, instrument, 

flower, charms. 

COFFEE BAR: Tea or Coffee pot (chrysnbon works well) tea cups, mugs, 

plate, dessert (bagel or cupcake) clock/small watch face, & small plant. 

I will have a few items to add to your vignette. 

 Alocasia (Elephant Ear Plant) in Elephant Planter 
 

Description:  Create an alocasia (elephant ear plant) in an elephant 
planter 
Instructor:  Janet Rasmussen 
Skill Level:  All skill levels 
Tools/Supplies:  Bring sharp scissors, stylus for forming leaves, and 
Tacky glue. Everything else will be provided. 
Cost:  $15.00 
Class Limit: 8      
Extra Kits:  Up to class limit 
 

      

 

          

Curly Willow Chair/Furniture 
 

Description:  For your Garden or Fairy Home. During class we will start 
building a chair. From that extra supplies will be provided to build beds, 
tables, frames, etc. Build to scale you wish. You are only limited by your 
imagination! Teacher provides curly willow and moss. Will also bring 
bits and pieces from nature for students to use. 
Instructor:  Rick Petersen 
Skill Level:  All skill levels 
Tools/Supplies:  Hot glue gun, snips or wire cutters to cut curly willow. 
Bring objects from nature that you might like to incorporate in your 
furniture. 
Cost:  $15 
Class Limit: 10                                                    Extra Kits:  No 
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2023 Chicago International 
Tom Bishop Show 

 

By Jane Sanem 
 

Have you ever been to the Chicago Bishop Show? You should consider going in 2023! 
It is the premier miniature show. The dates are Friday, April 28 through Sunday, April 30. 
There are four rooms (four!) devoted to miniatures, dolls and miniature supplies. If you want 
to attend on Friday, you'll need to purchase a "preview ticket". Your "preview ticket" will also 
admit you on Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Go to www.bishopshow.com to view all the details 
 
There are also great workshops. The 2023 show has approximately 61 workshops preceding 
the show - from Monday, April 24 through Thursday, April 27. Workshop instructors supply 
most of the supplies you will need for their workshop. Click on the "Workshops" tab to view 
the workshops, see a picture and see the cost. 
 
You can also stay at the show hotel - Marriott Chicago O'Hare - at the show rate of $147 per 
day. The rate should be available through April 7. There is a free hotel shuttle to and from the 
airport. 
 
There is usually a MMG get-together on Friday night. It's a great way to compare purchases, 
workshops and get to know other MMG members.There's usually wine involved too! Check 
with any MMG vendors at the Bishop show, they'll know which room we are meeting in.  
 
Do you know about the "other show"? It's the Three Blind Mice show in Schaumburg. There is 
a free shuttle that runs between both shows. Go to www.3blindmiceshow.com for more 
details. 
 

Hope to see you in Chicago in April! 

 

Silent Auction 
 

Bring your checkbooks, we will be having a Silent Auction during our 
February Meeting!!! Auction will end at 1:30 pm. 

http://www.bishopshow.com/
http://www.3blindmiceshow.com/
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OFFICERS-Elected 

President 
Eva Donaghue  651-247-6939 
eva@evasetceteraetc.com 
 
Interim Vice President 
Position Open 
  
 
Treasurer 
Mila Falbaum  612-729-2815 
mfalbaum8@gmail.com 
 
Secretary 
Lisa Ketchmark   651-484-1201 
lketchmark@mnenduro.com 
 
Parliamentarian 
Elyse Phillips  612-207-4799 
elissapaigephillips@gmail.com 
 

Appointed Positions 

Membership 
Jane Sanem  612-822-3738 
janeannsanem@gmail.com 
 
Librarian 
James Neagbour  651-226-5427 
dragonminiatures@aol.com 
 
Centerpieces/Favors 
Priscilla Scott  612-408-3718 
pscott0753@aol.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Joanne Wasmund  507-236-4238 
jwasmund@nuveramail.net 
 
Technology 
Elyse Phillips  612-207-4799 
elissapaigephillips@gmail.com 
 
Website  
Carson Whitlow  515-993-4841 
slipperguy@aol.com 
 
Workshop Coordinator 
Rick Petersen  952-210-5905 
ricky7p55343@gmail.com 
 
Historian 
Amber Bloom  612-910-4403 
amastersphoto@gmail.com 
 
Vendors/Garage Sales Coordinator 
Position Open 
 
Directory 
Janet Rasmussen  612-721-8626 
Mahl214@aol.com 
 

Elected Positions 
Nominating Committee Elected in 
October: 
3 Positions Open  
 

Members Needed to Fill Positions  
(Interested? Contact a Board Member) 

 Treasurer 
 Vice President 
 Vendors/Garage Sales Coordinators - 2  
 Technology Committee - 4 Openings 
 Workshop Teachers 

 Nominating Committee Members–3 Open 

 
Committees: 

 
Artisan Search Committee:  
Jane Sanem-Chair/Board rep 
Annette Tiedens 
Linda Olson 
 
40th Anniversary Committee: 1984-2024 
Kathy Huff 
 

Scholarship Committee: 
Jane Sanem-Board rep 
Mary Breslin-Chair 
Alice Roberts 
Kathy Goettsch-Krueger 
 

 

Instead of Cabin Fever have a Mini Fever this year! 

 Obviously, WORK ON YOUR MINIATURE PROJECTS, new 
ones or unfinished. Be honest, we all have a few unfinished 
ones. Prep finished ones to bring to the February and May 
meetings to show us or take pictures to bring along and 
share.  

 LIBRARY – Think about miniatures you are interested in and 
send an email request to our librarian  Jim at 
Librarian4MMG@gmail.com  with the book title and author, or 
the magazine title and issue # or month so he can have 
reading materials for you to take home with you at the 
February meeting.  

 Going through our COLLECTIONS are fun as we reminisce 
when we bought items or made them. Maybe catalog them or 
take pictures for yourself or to show us your work at a 
meeting. Assess if you want to do a GARAGE SALE TABLE 
in May. Let Eva know if you want to have a table so we can 
continue this fun tradition. If you don’t have enough for a sale 
think about donating to the FREE TABLE. It is freeing to get 
rid of the clutter and let go of things that no longer bring you 
joy.  

 If you are STUMPED on a project, give another member a 
call and see if they have any ideas. Even to reach more 
people, go online and post pictures and questions on our 
FACEBOOK and MMG WEBPAGE so we can all benefit. 
Look on the “Bulletin Board” page of the newsletter for help 
on how to post or who to contact for assistance.  

 RESEARCH - Use the internet and look for inspiration on 
Pinterest, Facebook/Meta miniature groups, miniature 
museums, tutorials, etc. or go to the local library. Make a list 
of dream projects. Find ideas to share with our members or 
things you would like to create at a meeting. 

 ORGANIZE your craft room, you will feel so much better! 
 And then it is SPRING! 

 

 

mailto:eva@evasetceteraetc.com
mailto:mfalbaum8@gmail.com
mailto:lketchmark@mnenduro.com
about:blank
mailto:dragonminiatures@aol.com
mailto:pscott0753@aol.com
mailto:jwasmund@nuveramail.net
about:blank
mailto:%20slipperguy@aol.com
mailto:amastersphoto@gmail.com
mailto:Librarian4MMG@gmail.com


8 
 

 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

Regina Brown (Lakeville  
Steve Brown (Lakeville)  
 

Welcome Back Rejoining Members 
Nancy Froseth (Bloomington)  

 

 

 

Remembering 
Cherie Mattson, passed away 
September 5, 2022. Cherie was a 
former member and co-librarian for 
the Guild. She will be remembered as 
a kind, welcoming woman always 
ready to help out sick friends and 
relatives. 

October Member Displays (Continued from Page 4 ) 

 

 

          Vegetable Stand – Pam Rouleau                      Cemetery - Jean and John Rivers 

October Centerpieces 
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Good Sam Showcase of Miniatures 

By Joan Purcell 

On October 7th my niece, sister and I flew to San Jose CA to attend the Good Sam Showcase of 

Miniatures, advertised as the “Largest Miniature Show West of the Mississippi”. The Good Sam 

Show benefits The Auxiliary of Good Samaritan Hospital and this was their 46th year. 

This was a very fun event and really convenient to travel to. The event is held at the Airport 

Doubletree Hotel, San Jose, which is just a quick shuttle ride from the airport, available to and 

from the hotel provided by Doubletree. Everything is right there at the Doubletree so you never 

even have to leave the hotel if you don’t want to! 

The hotel was clean and very nice, the staff is very pleasant and helpful. They have several 

choices for eating at the hotel and there is a nice restaurant just around the corner from the 

hotel if you want to change it up.  

 They offer a nice variety of classes Friday and Monday, with our own Carol Sherry being one of 

the teachers and vendors at the show. They also offer free seminars, silent auction, events for 

the kids along with other things going on throughout the show.   

The sales room hours are Saturday 10-5 and Sunday 11-4 and features Artists and artisans both 

national and international. Admission is $5.00 for both days entrance, just keep your wristband 

on. The vendors have an amazing assortment of items and price ranges for everyone’s interests 

and wallets. Even my sister who is not a miniaturist found some fun items and enjoyed the 

experience. It was a fun experience and I recommend making the trip if you’ve ever considered 

attending. 

The 47th is October 14th and 15th in 2023.  Check it out if you are interested at their website 

https://goodsamshowcase.org/ 

                     

https://goodsamshowcase.org/
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Twin City Model Railroad Museum 
Presentation by Jeanne Fish at October Meeting 

 

“As many of you know, I grew up in a family of hobbyists, four generations of the Midwest Miniature Guild and four 

generations of members of the Twin Cities Model Railroad Club, now the Twin City Model Railroad Museum. 

For years there has been discussion back and forth between these organizations about how these two groups of 

hobbyists could partner to help support our hobbies and promote creativity and imagination among all age groups in our 

communities. 

Last fall, Eva (Donaghue), Jane (Sanem) and I met with a representative of the Train Museum to see if there was an 

interest in brainstorming ways that the groups might develop an ongoing relationship. The response was enthusiastic. 

We came up with a couple of ideas to get started, but are really interested to hear if Guild members have interest in 

developing a relationship and or hear any thoughts or ideas you have on how we could make that happen.” 

(By a show of hands by those present at the meeting, there was a great deal of interest in MMG pursuing a relationship.) 

“If you have any thoughts or interest around exploring a relationship, please contact Jane Sanem at 

janeannsanem@gmail.com (612-900-6106) or Jeanne Fish at fishjeanne@yahoo.com (612-803-6107) with your ideas or 

suggestions and/or to join the group being created to explore the possibilities.”  

Some ideas are: 

 “Display of Christmas themed miniatures at the TCMRM Night Train exhibits during November through 

February.” 

 

 “Hosting a Miniatures Garage Sale advertised and open to the public in the large conference room on site at the 

museum location.” 

 

 “Having an ongoing presence - information table with displays at the Museum’s annual spring and fall hobby 

sales at the Fairgrounds – encouraging Guild members and vendors to participate in the sale, which typically 

attracts approximately 850 hobbyists and their families and 70 vendors at each event.” 

Stop by and visit the Twin City Model Railroad Museum at 668 Transfer Road, Suite 8, St. Paul MN 55114. It is a fun 

experience for all ages! 

mailto:janeannsanem@gmail.com
mailto:fishjeanne@yahoo.com
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OCTOBER 1, 2022 MMG MEETING AT NEW BRIGHTON 

COMMUNITY CENTER 

  

BULLETIN BOARD 

Interested in Making Centerpieces or 

Table Favors for MMG Meetings? 

Interested small groups or individuals are 

reimbursed $20.00 per centerpiece & $1.50 

per table favor. 12 centerpieces are needed 

& 80-100 table favors per meeting. Items 

don’t have to be identical but should be 

similar. Questions? Contact Priscilla Scott 

pscott0753@aol.com or 612-408-3718. 

MMG Facebook             
https://www.facebook.com/midwestminiatureguild/ 

 

Share projects, fun finds, tutorials, and ask questions!  
 

First time at the site, click the blue “Join Group” button. 
Once joined, SHARE! Type your message where it says 
“Write something” and add your photos by clicking 
“Photo/Video.” Don’t have a Facebook Account? You can 
view the group but won’t be able to post at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1053410018407866  
 

 You can also share by emailing your project and notes to 
Elyse at elissapaigephillips@gmail.com. She’ll post them 
to the page. 

SUGGESTION BOX 
A Suggestion Box, paper & pens is on the 

registration table. Looking to grow our Guild 

and fulfill the needs and desires of our 

members, we welcome suggestions/critiques. 

We are in this together and want the Guild to 

be a fun enjoyable experience. 

NEWSLETTER 
If you take pictures at our meetings and would 

like them in the newsletter or you find 

interesting articles or want to submit an 

article you have written yourself, please send 

items to: jwasmund@nuveramail.net. Thanks! 

Scholarships Available 
The Scholarship Program promotes the advancement 

of the hobby of miniatures by supporting members 
who wish to learn skills that can be shared with the 
Guild. In exchange for the scholarship, the recipient 
agrees to teach a workshop within one year of taking 
the workshop. The Scholarship Committee is headed 
by Mary Breslin. Questions can be directed to Mary 
at mary.breslin55@gmail.com/. The application and 

instructions for scholarship are on our website 
https://midwestminiatureguild.org/ 

Chicago International - World’s Largest Miniatures Vendor Show & Workshops 
 

Chicago International (aka Tom Bishop show) is held late April every year in Chicago. Miniatures dealers from 
20 countries & 32 states assemble. Check out http://www.bishopshow.com/chicago-intl-dealer-list . One can 
book a hotel room at special show rate; register for workshops before the vendor show; buy a preview ticket 
for a day of shopping before opens to general public. Other miniatures shows may run at the same time with a 
shuttle running between the shows. Speak to a member who has gone, it is fantastic! 

MMG WEBSITE 
Our website has a page, at no cost, for members to 

list miniature items & supplies to sell or give away or 

to request items one is looking for.  

www.midwestminiatureguild.org/ads.htm  

MMG Library 

 
 We are continually looking for donations of 

books and magazines related to miniatures and 

dollhouses that can be added to the permanent 

MMG Research Library.  Please bring any 

donated materials to the MMG Library table at 

the next meeting. Thank you! 

 

mailto:pscott0753@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/midwestminiatureguild/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1053410018407866
mailto:elissapaigephillips@gmail.com
mailto:jwasmund@nuveramail.net
mailto:mary.breslin55@gmail.com
http://www.bishopshow.com/chicago-intl-dealer-list
http://www.midwestminiatureguild.org/ads.htm
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Wren Song Miniatures 
By Kathleen Stewart 

        

“Unique African, Native American, County, 

North Woods, Oriental and Victorian Designs” 

www.wrensongminiatures 
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Miniature Wood Creations 

Patrick Kinney 

 

   

Mora, MN  55051 

651 492-7160  

Pkinney@miniaturewoodcreations.com 

www.miniaturewoodcreations.com 

 

Veteran Owned 

 

 

              www.MiniatureCrush.com 

     

 

mailto:Pkinney@miniaturewoodcreations.com
http://www.miniaturewoodcreations.com/
about:blank


14 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 



15 
 

 

 

          

 

         

 

Snapshots from the Last Meeting! 

Workshops, sharing ideas and skills, mingling with old friends and new! 

 

← Tool Kits → 


