Midwest Miniature Guild
May 2022 Guild Newsletter
Objective: “to collect, create, assemble and share mutual interest of miniature(s)…
and share our knowledge and skills with the membership.”

Letter from the President
Hello fellow Midwest Miniature Guild members,
My very first president's letter - thank you for the faith that you have
placed in me to carry on this great Guild! YOU are all awesome!

May 14, 2022 Meeting
Meeting Schedule
Sales Set-Up ...................... 8:00-9:30
Registration ....................... 9:00-9:30
Morning Activities ........... 9:30-12:00
Morning Sales.................. 9:30-12:00
Lunch ....................................... 12:00
Business Meeting ........... 12:00-1:00
Afternoon Activities .......... 1:00-3:00
Board Meeting ................. 3:00-4:00

Due Monday, May 2, 2022:
Meeting Registration
Sales Table Registration
Garage Sale Table Registration

Board Meetings:
April 9, 2022 10:00 am Zoom
May 7, 2022 TBD am TBD

Future Dates:
Newsletter Deadline October 2022 August 8, 2022 (Release September 1)
Future Guild Meeting Dates
October 1, 2022
February 4, 2023
May 6, 2023

Spring is in the air and we have a great little spring project planned for
everyone who attends. Please bring with you to our May Guild meeting
your favorite paper glue and paper scissors. You'll be taking home a
SPRING SURPRISE! If you are unable to attend, please email or call
me and I will see what we can do!
Some may know me, others may not, so here is a short little bit about
who I am. My first meeting was in 2002 where I met up with a dear
friend of mine - some may have known her, Carol Dyson. She believed
that I was an artist in the making and gave me the incentive to keep
creating. You will often find me smiling and laughing. Some may know
me from the workshops and classes I have taught and some from my
miniature business of fabrics laces and trims, etc. As well as Doll
Hospital and porcelain dolls. I love teaching others to create their own
works of art! I love to learn new ways of doing things, and I have to
laugh at myself as I'm still very old school. I write things down on
paper. I like to light up my pieces. The best for me is seeing something I
created - take a picture and see that it fools the eye and looks like it is
life size. It's always fun for the unwary to come to realize how tiny I
make something. Those that don't already know me that is.
Please welcome our new workshop coordinator Rick Petersen to the
board! Please bring in your ideas for workshops to our newest board
member.
We would also love to see your projects, feel free to bring them in for
displaying and inspiring other members! Thank you!
It will be nice to get to know more of you at our meetings, workshops
and sales. Getting together to share our love of miniatures! Did you
know that our Guild has a wonderful program for miniaturists? It's the
scholarship program. Please talk to me or one of our board members
for more information about our scholarship program.
(Continued on Page 2)
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2022 EVENTS

(Continued from Page 1)

April 25-May 1 – Chicago International
(Tom Bishop), Chicago, IL

I will be looking and asking for people to man the committees and
open board seats that need to happen at our guild. Don't be afraid to
say yes or no when I ask if you would like to help out. We are all
volunteers to make our guild function as smoothly as possible. And we
need our members help and making the Guild go on into the future.
Won't you be one of our helpers!

April 28-30 - Chicago Spring Showcase
of Miniatures – Wyndham Garden
Hotel – Schaumburg, IL
May 14 - MMG Membership Meeting,
NBCC, New Brighton, MN
August 5-6 – MN Dollhouse &
Miniature Show, New Brighton
Community Center, New Brighton, MN

Here's to happy mini making and collecting!
Kindest Regards,
Eva Donaghue, Midwest Miniature Guild President 2022
651-247-6939

September 1-4 - Winter Wonderland,
NAME National Convention - NAME's
50th Anniversary, Indianapolis, IN
* All of these shows and dates are subject
to change due to COVID.

NBCC Mask Policy
New Brighton Community Center’s
mask policy has been updated per CDC
guidance. As of March 1 masks will no
longer be required in the facility.
Recommendations are that people
with symptoms, a positive test, or
exposure to someone with COVID-19
should wear a mask. Mask wearing
otherwise is a personal preference.

Theme for May Guild Meeting
“Welcome to Spring”
In celebration of Spring, we encourage our members to

dress in Spring colors, wear Spring hats, and bring floral
arrangements (full size or miniature) to decorate your
table(s) and the room. Please mark your arrangements so
we know who created them and so you will get them back
if you happen to forget them.

MAY MEMBER GARAGE SALE
Once again, we’ll hold our annual member garage sale at our
May MMG meeting. It will be in the afternoon. You can set up
in the morning, but you have to cover your table. There is no
preselling! Tables are $10 each and you can reserve a table
with your registration form. Not enough stuff for a whole
table? There may be someone interested in sharing a table
with you. Contact Mila mfalbaum8@gmail.com and we will
see what we can be done.

Check out one member’s garage sale notice on Page 6
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Highlights of the Guild Meeting Minutes, February 5, 2021
by Sue Taylor, Assistant Treasurer filling in for Lisa Ketchmark, Secretary
























Meeting called to order at 12:04 pm, by President Rebecca Bryden.
Mary Breslin motioned to approve October 2, 2021 meeting minutes. Seconded by Kris Brown.
Thanks! Linda Olson provided yardstick table favors & Ruth Hynes playhouse centerpieces.
Lunch provided by Kowalski’s. The member directory is being updated for future distribution.
New members: Tina Blanco, Marissa Blanco, Pam Whitcomb, & Kate Lodoen.
Guests: Natalie Johnson (Cinda Parent), Arlene Kase (Eva Donaghue), Lisa Linderman (Eva
Donaghue), Christine Lema (Mila Falbaum), & Kate Lodoen (Jean Rivers).
Memorium: Carolyn Nelson, Carol Dyson, Colleen Sullivan, & Janice Krahn.
PRIZES: Door: Kris Brown, Correen Mohwinkel, Kathy Huff, Vera Sullivan, & Susan George.
Miniature display: Jan Rasmussen. Library checkout: Joanne Wasmund. Library return: Marilyn
Ammend.
There are a few “4 corner display” kits left for $27.50 each. Contact a board member.
OLD BUSINESS: Discussion regarding need to spend down Guild balance. Committee formed to
search for artisans: Annette Tiedens & Linda Olson. Position of Workshop Coordinator is vacant. If
interested contact President.
RAFFLE: Kate Jangula (doll), Helen Terzian (music room), Joan Purcell (apron), Linda Olson
(book), Elyse Phillips (book), Priscilla Scott (bathroom room), Sue Taylor (furniture), Brenda Lutter
(apron), Lynn Snyder (table), Sue Taylor (dining room), Elyse Phillips (billiard table), Beth Grabau
(electrical parts), Ricky Petersen (table), Linda Olson (parlor room).
LOST: Miniature magazine rack & door left at Jean Rivers garage sale table. Contact Board.
NEW BUSINESS: Bylaw Review Committee is being formed. Jan Rasmussen & Carol Blanchfield
volunteered – more members needed. Parliamentarian is needed.
Treasurer: Mila Falbaum has been Treasurer for 3 consecutive terms. Position should be up for
election but no candidates have come forward. Bylaws limit elected board members from serving
more than 3 consecutive terms, Elyse Phillips moved to “suspend the bylaws to allow Mila to be
nominated if she so chooses.” Annette Tiedens seconded the motion. After discussion of the
difference between bylaws and rules, it was agreed that rules can be suspended, but not bylaws. It was
also agreed the bylaws allow for a position to be filled if no candidate comes forward. Lynn Snyder
suggested keeping Mila as Treasurer, while the search continues. Elyse stated she “withdraws motion
to suspend bylaws.” Mila will remain in the position.
Election of President: Linda Olson nominates Rebecca Bryden. Marge Steffen nominates Eva
Donaghue. Helen Terzian nominates Carol Blanchfield. Ballots were distributed at 12:45; votes
placed & ballots were collected at 12:50 by election judges: Beth Grabau, Jan Rasmussen, & Ricky
Petersen. Ballots were counted. Meanwhile, table centerpieces were awarded to #7. Results of
election was given to Rebecca. The new President is Eva Donaghue. Eva is vacating position as VicePresident. Bylaws allow for any position that is vacated in the middle of a term to be filled by
appointment.
Lynn Snyder noted D Thomas Fine Miniatures (dthomasfineminiatures.com). The site hosts online
events & tours with miniaturists. Suggestion to publishing links to miniature websites/tutorials in the
newsletter.
Priscilla Scott thanked Rebecca for her commitment & service during her term as President. Beth
Grabau also thanked Rebecca for service & for attending Iowa State Fair miniature display.
Nominations for Treasurer: There were no nominations for treasurer.
Nominations for Parliamentarian: Mila Falbaum nominates Elyse Phillips for Parliamentarian. No
other nominations. Vote was taken by show of hands. Elyse was unanimously elected. Kate Jangula
made “motion to adjourn”. Seconded. Meeting adjourned 1:08 pm.
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Raffle

One of Playhouse Centerpieces by
Ruth Hynes

Member Displays at February Meeting
Top Row:
Patisserie by Mary Breslin
Bottom Row:
Sam’s Study by Judith Myers

Wedding Cake Shop by Jan Rasmussen
Christmas by Rickey Petersen
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Tiki Bar by Joanne Wasmund
Suitcases by Rebecca Bryden

MAY WORKSHOPS AND HOW-TO-DEMONSTRATIONS
INTRODUCING RICK PETERSEN - NEW WORKSHOP COORDINATOR
Hi, this is Rick and I am somewhat new to the Miniature Guild. I joined October of 2019, so because of
Covid I really did not get much of a chance to get to know many people. Many of the members did take
the time to reach out and welcome me. I guess I have been making things all my life from working with
polymer clay, working on a book, and even building small houses and barns. I did not have much
knowledge of miniatures, but now I feel I have a new home. I will be working with the guild to bring you
workshops and how-to-demonstrations.

MORNING WORKSHOPS 9:30 am - Noon
Topiaries
Description: 1 inch scale topiaries to create. Choose to make 2
matching topiaries or 2 different topiaries.
Instructor: Jane Sanem
Skill Level: All skill levels
Tools/Supplies: Bring your basic tool kit, tacky glue, bring your own
pots or I’ll have 2 pots you can choose from.
Cost: $20.00
Class Limit: 10
Extra Kits: No

Peonies
Description: Make 3 peonies using paper punches. Colors will vary as
using hand colored paper. Small glass container included, but may use
your own container. 1 inch scale.
Instructor: Joan Purcell
Skill Level: All skill levels
Tools/Supplies: Bring medium size stylus and mouse pad for curving
petals, sharp tweezers, and tacky glue.
Cost: $20.00
Class Limit: 10
Extra Kits: No

MORNING HOW-TO-DEMONSTRATION 9:30 am - Noon
Electrical How-to Demonstration by Rick Petersen
Open to all members. Rick will be going over how to place electrical pieces in your
roombox or building. He will be covering just one type of electrical at this demonstration.
Following his presentation there will be time for open discussions and questions.
Members are welcome and encouraged to bring projects that you have electrified or are
having problems understanding how to electrify. Rick will help figure solutions out for
your specific projects and we all will learn.
5

CHARITY RAFFLE FOR UKRAINE
It’s been a while since we’ve held a charity raffle. Now is the perfect time to restart for a
very worthy cause. Carol Blanchfield will be holding the raffle at our May meeting. There
will be three different items for you to choose from. Carol will be selling tickets in the
morning only. Tickets are $1.00 each, no limit on the number of tickets you can purchase.
Sign the backs of all the raffle tickets and deposit in the box of the item you wish to win.
Drawing will be held during the noon meeting. Checks are preferred, make them out to
“UNICEF USA” and put Ukraine in the memo space. The checks will be sent to the UNICEF
office in New York. https://www.unicefusa.org/helpukraine Objective: Ensure Ukrainian
children access to safe water, nutrition, health care, education and protection during
invasion. Thank you for the generous support given to all of our charities over the years.
UPCOMING MAY GARAGE SALE TABLE
Hello from Idaho!!! Wes & I wish to thank everyone for the cards, texts, e-mails and phone
calls we received in celebration of our wedding. A special thanks to those of you who were able
to attend our Reception in Minneapolis that very cold December day. We so appreciated you
coming and spending your time with us.
We will be making a trip back to Minnesota this spring just in time for the May Guild meeting. I
am going to fill the back of Wes's pick-up with miniatures from our store to sell at the meeting.
Included in this is a huge amount of lumber, both dimensional & trim, picture framing, stair
risers, siding, windows, doors, and shingles. We also have packed and ready to travel east many
totes of furniture for every room in your dollhouse, room box or vignette you are working on or
have planned for future projects. Among this furniture is a large amount of Bespaq furniture
priced at an extremely discounted rate. We also have a supply of Reutter Porcelain just looking
for a new home in Minnesota, Iowa or Wisconsin. Whatever I can fit in the truck, we will bring
for you to buy!!!
In our store are a few smaller scale houses, room boxes and all sorts of 1" accessories which we
are not bringing this time. If there is anything in mini's you might need or want, contact me. If
we have it, we will deliver it to you at the meeting in May.....low price and NO delivery charge.
Just give me a call, text or Email (sorry, I don't do Facebook) 612-747-6192
or kgetch4@gmail.com.
Can't wait to see everyone back there......Miss you all very much. Kathy Goettsch-Krueger
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BOARD
OF DIRECTORS
MMG
BOARD

(Appointed Positions-Continued)
OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS-Elected
President
Eva Donaghue
651-247-6939
eva@evasetceteraetc.com

Newsletter Editor
Joanne Wasmund
507-236-4238
jwasmund@nuveramail.net

Full breakdown once a year in February

Interim Vice President
Position Open

Technology
Elyse Phillips
612-207-4799
elissapaigephillips@gmail.com

Treasurer
Mila Falbaum
612-729-2815
mfalbaum8@gmail.com

Website
Carson Whitlow
515-993-4841
slipperguy@aol.com

Secretary
Lisa Ketchmark
651-484-1201
lketchmark@mnenduro.com

Workshop Coordinator
Rick Petersen
952-210-5905
ricky7p55343@gmail.com

Parliamentarian
Elyse Phillips
612-207-4799
elissapaigephillips@gmail.com
Appointed Positions
Membership
Jane Sanem
612-822-3738
janeannsanem@gmail.com
Librarian
Position Open

Members Needed to Fill Positions
(Interested? Contact listed Board Member or any
Board Member with Questions)

Contact Eva Donaghue
- Nominating Committee Members–3 Open
- Treasurer
- Vice President
- Interim Vice President
- Librarian
- Historian
- Vendors/Garage Sales Coordinators - 2
Contact Elyse Phillips
- Technology Committee-4 Openings

Historian
Position Open
Vendors/Garage Sales Coordinator
Position Open

Contact Rick Petersen
- Workshop Teachers
Consider Joining a Committee:

Directory
Janet Rasmussen
612-721-8626
Mahl214@aol.com

Artisan Search:
Jane Sanem
Annette Tiedens
Linda Olson

Elected Positions

Centerpieces/Favors
Priscilla Scott
612-408-3718
pscott0753@aol.com

FINANCE

Nominating Committee Elected in
October:
3 Positions Open

Bylaw Review Committee:
Jan Rasmussen
Carol Blanchfield
***More volunteers needed.
Scholarship Committee:
Mary Breslin
***More volunteers needed.

THREE NOMINATING COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please seriously consider volunteering for the Nominating Committee. This vitally important
three member committee identifies potential candidates for open elected Board positions (5 in
total) and secures the consent of qualified nominees before their names are presented to the
membership. Communication is primarily conducted by phone or email. The Nominating
Committee members must be elected by the membership at the October Guild Meeting in
order for them to perform their duties for the February Guild Meeting when election of officers
takes place. If you are interested contact Guild President, Eva Donaghue or any member of the
Board. We truly appreciate anyone who commits to perform this essential task. Thank you.
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MEMBER NEWS
Welcome New Members
Marisa Blanco horserider1303@gmail.com
Tina Blanco tblanco46@aol.com
Kate Lodoen kalodoen@gmail.com

They Will Be Missed
Jack Anderson
Jack Anderson, Guild member, was diagnosed with cancer in September 2021. Guild
members signed a “get well” card at the October meeting. He was very touched. His wife,
Ruth, found him crying in the kitchen. Jack volunteered at the American Swedish
Institute for 10 years to honor his grandfather (whom he had never met) who helped build
A.S.I. Jack worked closely with Curt Pederson at A.S.I. and at the MN State Fair
Activities Building.
It was at the State Fair that Jack discovered MMG. About 10 years ago he was arranging
MMG Gypsy Wagon display pieces, He asked if he could add a miniature garage he had
built. Right after the fair he joined MMG, eventually bringing his granddaughter
Samantha “Sam” with him to the meetings. That miniature garage won first prize in
Hobby Builders Supply annual contest. Curt passed away 2 ½ weeks before Jack. Jack, a
“Gentle Man”, will be missed by many clubs, organizations, volunteer groups and
beloved family and friends.
A Memorial Celebration of Jack’s life is planned for Sunday, May 1 at the American
Swedish Institute 2600 Park Ave. Mpls. MN 55407. Masks and proof of vaccination are
required as of publication of this notice.

Curt Pederson
Curt Pederson, a friend of the Guild, recently passed away. He was in charge of exhibits
and demonstrations at the MN State Fair and a curator at the American Swedish Institute.
The Guild worked closely with him for a Guild exhibit at the Institute and many times at
the State Fair. https://www.startribune.com/swedish-institute-curator-and-longtimestate-fair-creative-maestro-curt-pederson-dies-at-72/600147453/
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Mini Travel Adventures
By Joanne Wasmund

When my family and I travel we enjoy going to museums. I get inspiration for miniatures by how scenes are
curated, see items to miniaturize and then to find actual miniatures is like finding gold! Last summer I hit gold
several times in surprising places. Please send me your miniatures travel finds with pictures and descriptions
for the newsletter. Or send info or links to places in your area so we can have new destinations. Worldwide is
great too! Thanks! Joanne Wasmund, Newsletter Editor jwasmund@nuveramail.net

The Edina Model Yacht Club in Edina MN is a group who build scale radio-controlled replicas of vessels. The 3
pictured above are 1:1 scale. The one on the left is steam powered. I enjoyed speaking with the captain as he
explained his techniques and thought processes, like how he used white or black construction paper between
the planks for caulk or tar, respectively. The 2 on the right are companion pieces of a fishing boat and “Lefty’s
Lighthouse and Supplies”. In June, the group displays, for free, the vessels they have built. It ranges from
military ships, tall ships to the comical gravy boat with potato heads for crew. Some boats take to the Park’s
waterway and perform with sailing skills, music and waterworks. Fun for all ages. A group of kindred spirits if
you ask me. http://www.emyc.org/ or https://www.facebook.com/groups/464150867066559/
The next find was in Hanley MN at the Minnesota Machinery
Museum. They have 3 sheds of vintage tractors, gas engines and
automobiles. But for me the museum, a high school that closed in
the 70’s when I graduated, was great to see left as it was then. On
to the displays in that building. In every room amongst all type of
exhibits I came across miniatures! The contributors all from Yellow
Medicine County seemed to enjoy making miniature items and
buildings. There were primitive dioramas, miniature tools, a replica
of a family home and then some finely detailed buildings like those
to the left. I got a kick out of a schoolhouse with carved blockhead
students (remember Gumby?) At museums I take pictures of full
size items as research and of items that I want to replicate, such as
a heavy duty sewing machine for leather. I have been working on a
cobbler shop.
https://www.facebook.com/Minnesotas-Machinery-Museum115674418519873/
Continued on Page 10)
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(Continued from Page 9)
Right up the road from Hanley Falls towards Granite Falls is the Fagen Fighter’s WW II Museum. A
magnificent collection of operational WWII aircraft and vehicles in 3 display hangars. It is not miniatures
but inspirational for me in curation of scenes that can translate to miniatures. An example, below is the
same railroad car with German forces putting Jewish people onboard. On the other side American
prisoners of war disembarking. This is a beautifully done museum with historical significance. Every 2 years
they put on an air show with the WWII aircraft. This year is one of those years!
www.wwfagenfighterswwiimuseum.org

And saving the best miniatures trip for last, the Dollhouses and Miniature Rooms competition at the Iowa State
Fair! I wrote an article on this in the last newsletter so I will not repeat it but I want to alert everybody that the
Iowa State Fair is August 10th thru the 20th this year and a wonderful miniature experience if you can make it
there. To those members in Iowa, you should enter as many of you have in the past!

I know I have a lot more places to go, like the Chicago International Show and the Minnesota State Fair for
miniature exhibits by youth and by our own Midwest Miniature Guild. Please send me more ideas of places to be
inspired at and to view miniatures!

NEWSLETTER
If you take pictures at our meetings and would like to see them in the newsletter or there are articles you find
interesting or if you want to submit an article you have written yourself, please send your items to:
jwasmund@nuveramail.net. Thanks!
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BULLETIN BOARD
Interested in Making Centerpieces or Table Favors for MMG Meetings?
Interested small groups or individuals are reimbursed $20.00 per centerpiece & $1.50 per table favor.
12 centerpieces are needed & 80-100 table favors per meeting. Items don’t have to be identical but
should be similar. Questions? Contact Priscilla Scott pscott0753@aol.com or 612-408-3718.

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/midwestminiatureguild/

Share your projects, fun finds, tutorials, and ask questions. The first time at the site, click the blue “Join Group”
button. Once joined, SHARE! Type your message where it says “Write something” and add your photos by
clicking “Photo/Video.” Don’t have a Facebook Account? You can view the group but won’t be able to post at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1053410018407866 . You can also share by emailing your project and
notes to Elyse at elissapaigephillips@gmail.com. She’ll post them to the page.

Chicago International - Possibly World’s Largest Miniatures Vendor Show
Chicago International (aka Tom Bishop show) is held late April every year in Chicago. Miniatures dealers from
20 countries & 32 states assemble. Check out http://www.bishopshow.com/chicago-intl-dealer-list One can
book a hotel room at special show rate; register for workshops Monday – Thursday before the vendor show; a
preview ticket entitles one to a day of shopping before show opens to general public. Two other miniatures
shows run at the same time with a shuttle running between the three shows; Three Blind Mice
http://3blindmiceshow.com/chicago_spring/ The Miniatures Show http://theminiatureshow.com/ Think about
attending next year or even this year (April 30 – May 1, 2022) Talk to a member who has gone, it is fantastic!
Are You Going to Chicago This Year?
If you are, come to our get-together! Friday night, April 29 from 6 – 10 pm in Joan Purcell/Jane Sanem’s room.
A great chance to get together, compare mini purchases, have a glass of wine and enjoy each other’s company.
Ask one of our MMG vendors on the sales floor, like Patrick Kinney or Carol Sherry, for our hotel room number.
Or, text or call Jane - 612-900-6106.

Scholarships Available
The Scholarship Program promotes the advancement of the hobby of miniatures by supporting members who
wish to learn skills that can be shared with the Guild. In exchange for the scholarship, the recipient agrees to
teach a workshop within one year of taking the workshop. The Scholarship Committee is headed by Mary
Breslin. Questions can be directed to Mary at mary.breslin55@gmail.com/. The application and instructions
for scholarship are on our website https://midwestminiatureguild.org/

MMG WEBSITE
Our website has a page, at no cost, for members to list miniature items & supplies to sell or give away or to
request items one is looking for. www.midwestminiatureguild.org/ads.htm

SUGGESTION BOX
We always have a Suggestion Box with paper and pens on the table near registration. Looking to grow our
Guild and fulfill the needs and desires of our members, we welcome suggestions or even critiques. We are in
this together and want the Guild to be a fun enjoyable experience.
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MAY 14, 2022 MMG MEETING AT NEW BRIGHTON
COMMUNITY CENTER
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Wren Song Miniatures
By Kathleen Stewart

“Unique African, Native American, County,
North Woods, Oriental and Victorian Designs”
www.wrensongminiatures
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www.MiniatureCrush.com

Miniature Wood Creations
Patrick Kinney

Mora, MN 55051
651 492-7160
Pkinney@miniaturewoodcreations.com
www.miniaturewoodcreations.com

Veteran Owned
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Snapshots!
Workshops, sharing ideas and skills, mingling with old friends and new!
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