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Midwest Miniature  Guild 
February 2022  Guild Newsletter  

 

Object ive: òto collect, create, assemble and share mutual interest  of miniature(s)é 

and share our knowledge and skills with the membership.ó 

 

February 5, 2022 Meeting 

Meeting Schedule 
Sales Set-Up ...................... 8:00-9:30 
Registration ...................... 9:00-9:30 
Morning Activities ........ 10:00-12:00 
Morning Sales ................. 9:30-12:00 
Lunch ....................................... 12:00 
Business Meeting  .......... 12:00-1:00 
Afternoon Activities.......... 1:00-3:00 
Board Meeting  ................. 3:00-4:00 

 
Due Friday, January 22, 2022: 
Meeting Registration 
Sales Table Registration 
 
Board Meeting: January 29, 2022 
10:00 am Location TBD 

 
Future Dates ï 

 

May 2022 Newsletter Deadline 
March 7, 2022 
 

Future Guild Meeting Dates 
May 14, 2022 
October 1, 2022 

 
 

 Dear Friends, 

LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ нлнмΦ ! ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎƻΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 

had a meeting in ten months. Little did we know then that it would be 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜƴ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ 

ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ Ǉǳōlished four 

Newsletters, held 22 Zoom Share & Social Meetings, two garage sales, a 

two-day Minnesota State Fair Demonstration, and dozens of email 

messages, with updates and encouragement. Our October meeting was 

a welcome event. It was joy to see a few finished four-sided display 

projects, and the member garage sale was a blast!  

We are very grateful to Betty Tarr who generously provided all of the 

Suzanne & AndrewsΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǎǘŀƭƭ ά[Ŝǘ ƛǘ {ƴƻǿέ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜǎΦ  .ƻŀǊŘ 

members built them for the meeting. Thank you to all of our members 

who contributed to a fun meeting.  

At the October meeting, we asked members to identify what skills each 

ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

interests.  We want to offer workshops that accommodate your skills, 

needs, and desires. Can you teach a workshop about something that 

you are good at, but need help?  We can help make it easier! We can 

pair you up with a teaching buddy and/or provide you with a kit that 

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ how to do something, 

ōǳǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƛǘΚ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎτ

ǘŜŀŎƘ ƛǘΗέ όLǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ǘǊǳƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦύ aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ 

ȅƻǳ άǎƘƻǳƭŘέ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ ōǳǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ 

idea about how to go about it? Contact me, or Eva 5ƻƴŀƎƘǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ 

help you figure it out.  

During the October business meeting, we started a discussion about 

how MMG can spend more of the money in the bank account that best 

benefits all of our members and advances the purpose of the Guild. 

όtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ н) 

 

Letter from the President  
December 2021 



2 
 

  

 2022 EVENTS 

February 5 - MMG Membership 
Meeting, New Brighton, MN 
 
February 17-20 - Splintered Fairytales, 
Online NAME Houseparty 

April 25-May 1 - Chicago International 

(Tom Bishop Show), Chicago, IL 

May 6-8 - Come Fly with Me, 

Portland, OR NAME Houseparty 

May 14 - MMG Membership Meeting, 

NBCC, New Brighton, MN 

August 5-6 ς MN Dollhouse & 

Miniature Show, New Brighton 

Community Center 

September 1-4 - Winter Wonderland, 

Indianapolis, IN NAME National 

Convention - NAME's 50th 

Anniversary 

* All of these shows and dates are subject 
to change due to COVID. 
 

NBCC Mask Policy 

bŜǿ .ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ 

mask policy remains the same as it 

was for our May meeting: Masks are 

required inside the building and 

common areas. Mask policy will not 

ōŜ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ aaDΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

room. Each MMG member and guests 

can decide whether or not to wear a 

mask. 

 

                

 

 

 

                

όtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ мύ 

There are several reasons that MMG has a higher bank balance than 

usual. A few years ago, we received a generous bequest from John and 

Bella Sanders; we received a large inventory of miniatures from Little 

Enchantments. Thank you Karen! We auctioned many of our miniature 

donations and held two recent garage sales; we changed our meeting 

venue to New Brighton Community Center at a lower rental fee. The 

last big reason was because of the pandemicτǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ four 

meetings!  

In an effort to spend down the balance, members received two free 

projects: a paneled vignette in 2019 and a 4-sided display in 2020. 

In the past, MMG has brought in guest artisans to give a workshop. If 

you would like to take a workshop from a particular artisan, please 

contact me or another board member before the February meeting. 

Perhaps we can announce a guest artisan visit at the February 

meeting! 

LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ CŜbruary meeting. Please feel free to 

contact me or any board member with your ideas.  

Mini-on, 

Rebecca Bryden 

Letter from the Board  

At the February Guild meeting we will be holding an election for the 

following positions: President and Treasurer.  

Following procedure, at the October Guild meeting the request was 

made for 3 members to volunteer for the Nominating Committee 

which then needed to be accepted by a membership vote.  No one 

volunteered.  December 2nd, an email went out to the membership 

again requesting volunteers for the Nominating Committee. To date, 

no one has responded.  We have run into the same issues in the past 

and have made adjustments following the intent of the by-laws to 

continue our treasured Guild.  The Board is currently and will continue 

to review the By-laws and Standing Rules. 

On February 5, 2022, our first order of business will be to call for 3 

volunteers for the Nominating Committee.  Members will vote to 

accept those volunteers. The Nominating Committee will be given the 

list of candidates that wish to remain in their positions as they have 

(Letter from the Board continued on page 9) 
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Highlights from the General Meeting, October 2, 2021 
by Lisa Ketchmark, Secretary 

¶ Welcomed 9 new members and 3 rejoined (see Member News) 

¶ Board Changes: Eva Donaghue-Vice President, Priscilla Scott-Center Pieces/Table Favors, Joanne 

Wasmund-Newsletter, Jane Sanem-Membership, Lisa Ketchmark-Secretary 

¶ Requested volunteers for Nomination Committee for candidate search for board election. No one 

volunteered. 

¶ Door Prize Winners were Brenda Lutter and Jane Sanem. Congratulations! 

¶ Thanks to the garage sale sellers: Alice Roberts, Lynn Snyder, Betty Beskau, Jeanne Fish, Ann Fisher 

Family, Jean Rivers, Kris Brown, Kay Garnett, Carol Sherry, Jenny Larson.  Many treasures were found by 

all.  

¶ State Fair Outreach thanks go to Ruth Hynes, Colleen Sullivan, Linda Olson, Rebecca Bryden. Offerings 

were mini pumpkin & yard stick projects.  Magazines were available to those interested. Wƻŀƴ aȅŜǊΩǎ 

display received a gold ribbon in the doll category. Congratulations Joan. 

¶ NAME date November 6, 2021.  Project Tiki bar by Patrick Kinney.  

¶ Job opening at Miniature Crush located in Downtown Savage. 2 part-time positions for packaging and 

sending ordered items to customers. 

¶ Members displayed completed projects. Thanks ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ Wƻȅ 5ƻǿȊŀƪκά{Ƙǳǘ Řƻǿƴέ ŀƴŘ WǳŘȅ Myers/4 

sided displays won the drawings for participants.  

¶ 5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ άDƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳέ-Brenda Lutter. 

¶ Floor discussions 

-Interest in plastic cover for 4 sided projects.  Lynn Snyder researching best price for purchase. 

-Use of Guild money-Teachers from out of state, more classes, lower dues, free lunch. Plan a meeting 

with members at large and the board to look into ideas. 

¶ Thank you Betty Tarr for the wonderful center pieces.  Table spot #1 was the lucky winner. 

¶ Continue with monthly zoom project sharing meetings.  

 

 

 

 

Centerpiece by Betty Tarr 

 
wƛŎƪ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ п ǎƛŘŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ά{ŎŜƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊƻƭέ 
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 *****************    MORNING WORKSHOPS    *****************  

          

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
****************    AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS    ******************  

        
  

 

Wicker Sewing Basket 
Description:  Lovely 1 inch scale wicker sewing basket with accessories 
suitable for many settings! 
 

Instructor:  Joan Purcell 
Skill Level:  All skill levels 
Tools/Supplies: Bring basic tool kit, tacky glue, & small, fine cut scissors. 
Cost:  $40.00 
Class Limit:  8 
Extra Kits:  None 

One Lighted Hurricane Table Lamp 
Description: hƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƪƛƴŘ мέ ǎŎŀƭŜ lighted hurricane table lamp. There 
will be various design choices. 
 

Instructor:  Eva Donaghue 
Skill Level:  All skill levels 
Tools/Supplies: Bring basic tweezers & magnifier, if need. All other tools 
and glue provided. Electrical supplies included. 
Cost:  $20.00 
Class Limit:  8-10 
Extra Kits:  None 
 

Lisianthus Plant  
Description:  Beautiful 1 inch scale lisianthus plant (Ruth Hanke kit) in 
your choice of planter provided. 
 

Instructor:  Brenda Lutter 
Skill Level:  All skill levels 
Tools/Supplies: Bring basic tool kit, ball stylus, tweezers and patience. All 
other tools provided by instructor and assistant. 
Cost:  $20.00 
Class Limit:   8 
Extra Kits:  No 
 

Polymer Clay Valentine Candies and Boxes 
Description:  Mold batches of 10 tiny candies, bake and decorate with 
άƛŎƛƴƎέΦ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ōƻȄ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŜ-made roses and leaves. Frost square 
box ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƛŎƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜΦ мέ ǎŎŀƭŜΦ aƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǎȅǊƛƴƎŜ are yours to keep.   
 

Instructor:  Mary Breslin 
Skill Level:  All skill levels 
Tools/Supplies: Bring exacto knife with fresh blade, pointed tweezers, 
toothpicks, & magnifier, if need. Mold and syringe provided. 
Cost:  $25.00 
Class Limit:  8 
Extra Kits: None 
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Minnesota State Fair 2021 
By Rebecca Bryden 

MMG members, Ruth Hynes, Colleen Sullivan, Linda Olson, and Rebecca Bryden had fun over two days 

demonstrating, displaying, and sharing miniatures with Fair attendees. Children made a mini project, we 

ƎŀǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ мέ ǎŎŀƭŜ ȅŀǊŘǎǘƛŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜǎ.  65 people wanted more information and signed the 

ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƭƛǎǘΦ LǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǊΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀll ages are intrigued and amazed by our miniatures.  

 

MEMBERSHIP REMINDERS 

Membership dues for 2022 were due by January 1, 2022. MMG By-laws, Article IV, Section 2 state: 
ά!ƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ŀrrears on January 1 of any year will automatically be dropped from member-

ǎƘƛǇΦέ Hopefully this has not happened to anyone. We value our members. 

If you have had some changes in your life this last year or even if not, please check the MMG 
Membership Roster and send any corrections to your address, email, phone number or name 
changes to Janet Rasumussen at mahli214@hotmail.com or fill out the bottom of the Meeting and 
Workshop form and send to Mila Falbaum. We like to keep our roster up to date and would like the 
roster, to be handed out at the February 5th meeting, to be complete. Thank you. 

 

mailto:mahli214@hotmail.com
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MEMBER NEWS  

 In Memorium 

Betsy Wolford Phillips, Board Member Elyse 

tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ .Ŝǘǎȅ 

was an MMG member from 2016-2018. Betsy 

delighted in trips to the Bishop Show in Chicago. 

Our condolences to Elyse and her family. 

Welcome New Members 

Kathi Neff (Duluth MN) kneff1947@gmail.com 
Karen Vindish (Grantsburg WI) kvindish@yahoo.com 
Mardee Sherman (Duluth MN) mardee@gmail.com 
Barbara Livdahl (Duluth, MN) bjlivdahl@gmail.com 
Joy Dowzak (Elk River MN) joydowzak@hotmail.com 
Irene Hilliard (Andover MN) irene_hilliard@hotmail.com 
Carolyn/Robert Fisher (St Michael MN) raabi1@gmail.com 
Pamela Whitcomb (Buffalo MN) pjwhitcomb@outlook.com 
Karen Bedard (Wyoming MN) 
 

Welcome Back Rejoining Members 
 

Larry Fisher (Coon Rapids MN) Catfish553@aol.com 
Marge Steffen (Mpls MN) margaretsteffen@yahoo.com 
Lyn McCracken (Shoreview MN) mccool-@comcast.net 

(Member News continued on page 9) 

 

Past MMG President and current member 

Kathy Goettsch was married to Wes Krueger 

this past fall. They reside in Idaho. We will 

definitely see Kathy at future meetings. 

Congrats! 

mailto:kneff1947@gmail.com
mailto:kvindish@yahoo.com
mailto:mardee@gmail.com
mailto:bjlivdahl@gmail.com
mailto:joydowzak@hotmail.com
mailto:irene_hilliard@hotmail.com
mailto:raabi1@gmail.com
mailto:pjwhitcomb@outlook.com
mailto:margaretsteffen@yahoo.com
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Wren Song Miniatures 
By Kathleen Stewart  

        

òUnique African, Native American, County, 

North Woods, Oriental and Victorian Designsó 

www.wrensongminiatures  

 

 

 

 

   MMG BOARD OF DIRECTO RS 

                      Rebecca Bryden, President 
612-202-9559 
rbrydenmmg@gmail.com 
 
Eva Donaghue, Vice President 
651-247-6939 
eva@evasetceteraetc.com 
 
Mila Falbaum, Treasurer 
612-729-2815 
mfalbaum8@gmail.com 
 
Sue Taylor, Asst. Treasurer 
763-755-9787 
beulah-jr@att.net 
 
Lisa Ketchmark, Secretary 
651-484-1201 
lketchmark@mnenduro.com 
 
Jane Sanem, Membership 
612-822-3738 
janeannsanem@gmail.com 
 
Dr. Brad Bradshaw, Co-librarian 
612-720-9271 
bradbradshaw2009@gmail.com 
 
Priscilla Scott, 
Centerpieces/Favors 
612-408-3718 
pscott0753@aol.com 

Joanne Wasmund, Newsletter 
Editor 
507-236-4238 
jwasmund@nuveramail.net 

 

Appointed Positions: 

Website: Elyse Phillips 
elissapaigephillips@gmail.com  
612-207-4799 

 

Nominating Committee: 

3 Positions Open 

 

Workshop Coordinator: 

Position Open 

 

Parliamentarian: 

Position Open 

 

Historian: 

Position Open 

 

FINANCE  

11/30/2021 $44,077.19 

mailto:mfalbaum8@gmail.com
mailto:beulah-jr@att.net
mailto:bradbradshaw2009@gmail.com
mailto:pscott0753@aol.com
about:blank
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BUILDING TIKI BARS!  

by Jane Sanem 

On Saturday, November 6th, a group of Guild members built tiki bars that were cut by our own Patrick Kinney. 

Patrick cut kits in all three sizes - one inch, half inch and quarter inch scale kits. He did a great job and the kits 

went together easily. Our small miniature group, The Daisy-Do-Littles, built our kits first so we could be of help to 

attendees. There was a silent auction that helped fund donations to MMG and NAME. There were lots of fun 

give-a-ways for attendees including mini beach bags and tropical napkins. We'll be displaying our finished tiki bars 

at future Guild meetings. If you have ideas for future stand-alone mini projects, contact any board member.     

 

 

 

 Looking for Artisans! 

In an effort to use some of our Guild 
money, should we consider hiring an 
artisan to teach the Guild? It could be 
an in person or Zoom workshop. We 
need to know what you as a member 
would like to learn or do. Also, who are 
possible artisans we could hire. Contact 
Rebecca with your thoughts or ideas or 
if you can help! 
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(Member News continued from page 6) 

 

Multigenerational Miniature Enthusiasts 
 

Four generations of one family have been or are members of 
MMG, starting with Charter Member Mildred (Dot) Gruetzman (d. 
2012). 
Pictured here are her two daughters, two granddaughters & two 
great-granddaughters who attended the October 2021 meeting. 
Back Row: Kathy Huff, Karen Vindish, Jeanne Fish 
Front Row: Delanie Vindish, Lisa Ketchmark, Madisyn Gruetzman 
An ideal way to support the Guild and our hobby!  What a 
wonderful family tradition. 
 

 

Miniatures All Around Us 

by Joanne Wasmund 

The second Guild meeting I attended was February 2020.  That day the Google Doodle on the Google homepage was 
a miniature room ōƻȄ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƻƭǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ ƭǳƴŎƘ counter in Greensboro, North Carolina commemorating the sit-in on 
the 60th anniversary of the protest.  Here is the website regarding that Doodle.  
https://www.cnn.com/2020/02/01/us/google-doodle-greensboro-sit-in-anniversary-trnd/index.html  I then became 
curious about dollhouse miniatures being used to depict history. That led me to L.A.Ωs African American Miniature 
Museum website https://www.africanamericanminiaturemuseum.com/. Again miniatures are being used to depict 
historical events as well as snapshots of life. 

Here in Minnesota, I ran across a miniature printing press ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΩǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀƪƪŜƴ 
Museum https://thebakken.org  .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ L ǿŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǘŜ слΩǎ ŀƴŘ тлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘΗ 

Did you see the άaƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƪƛƴƎέ tv ad this Christmas? Gift box opens containing a mini scene. Cool! 

ά5ƻƭƭƘƻǳǎŜ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎέ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ is what can 
you make from a toilet roll tube. What mini challenge are you making for yourself this month/year?  

 

 

(Letter from the Board continued from page 2) 

indicated to the Board.  The committee will then present the slate of candidates to the membership.  The floor will 

then be opened, as per by-laws, for any other nominations for respective positions.  Floor nominees will be added to 

the slate and ballots distributed for member vote.  Ballots will be collected and tallied with results being announced 

at the end of the meeting. 

We respectfully request members to thoughtfully consider serving for the open positions:  Workshop Coordinator, 

Parliamentarian, Historian and Nominating Committee, so we can keep our valued Guild moving forward. If you have 

any questions, please contact a Board member. 

wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DǳƛƭŘΩǎ ōŀƴƪ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǳƛƭŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƳƻƴƛŜǎΦ  

Please contact a Board member if you are interested in joining this committee. 

MMG Board of Directors 
Rebecca Bryden, Eva Donaghue, Mila Falbaum, Lisa Ketchmark, Dr. Brad Bradshaw, Elyse Phillips, Jane Sanem, Priscilla 

Scott, Joanne Wasmund  

 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/02/01/us/google-doodle-greensboro-sit-in-anniversary-trnd/index.html
https://www.africanamericanminiaturemuseum.com/
https://thebakken.org/
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FEBRUARY 5, 202 2 MMG MEETING AT NEW B RIGHTON 

COMMUNITY CENTER  

 


