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Midwest Miniature  

Guild 
 

    Guild Newsletter                October 2021 

 

Dear Fellow MMG Members, 

We’re going to have a meeting! Saturday, October 2 is the big day. 

We’ll have a little bit of everything—in fact that’s the theme of the 

meeting: A Little Bit of Everything.  

In the morning you will have time to work on your own projects. Bring 

a kit or an item of your choice to work on. Need supplies for your 

display project? We will have wallpaper and flooring available for 

purchase at good prices should you need it. Or, perhaps you just want 

to visit with friends. That’s okay, too. 

MMG ShowOff! During the long 18 months of COVID restrictions, 

many members got busy finishing projects. You are encouraged to 

bring your favorite 2020-21 finished project to the meeting. And, if you 

bring your finished four-sided display, you will receive a special 

surprise!  Amaze us. Inspire us. Encourage us. In this case, it’s OK to be 

a “showoff.” 

Lunch and business meeting will be full of fun. Table Gifts, 

Centerpieces, Door Prizes and a lively Auction. Lots of surprises in 

store! 

Our dealers will be there too. We have nice bonus for our members. 

Every member attending, will receive a $5 coupon to spend at a 

current dealer’s table on October 2nd—only. One coupon per member. 

The coupon expires at the end of the meeting.  

The afternoon activity is what most of you asked for: A Garage Sale.  

If you want to sell anything mini, now is your chance. A garage table 

registration form is attached to this newsletter. Apply ASAP, because 

space is limited.  

There will be Free Table for sure! 

            President’s Letter continues on page 2 

 

President’s Letter 
 October 2021 

 

October 2, 2021 Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Schedule 
Sales Set-Up ...................... 8:00-9:30 
Registration ...................... 9:00-9:30 
Morning Activities ........ 10:00-12:00 
Morning Sales ................. 9:30-12:00 
Lunch ....................................... 12:00 
Business Meeting  ........... 12:00-1:00 
Member Garage Sale  ....... 1:00-4:00 
Board Meeting  ................. 3:00-4:00 
 

Due Friday, September 17, 2021: 
Meeting Registration 
Sales Table Registration 
Member Garage Table Requests 
 
 
Future Dates –  
Teacher Workshop Application Forms 
for February 2022 Meeting  
Due December 1, 2021 
 

February 2022 Newsletter Deadline 
December 1, 2021 
 

Future Guild Meeting Dates 
February 5, 2022 
May 7, 2022 

October 1, 2022 
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 Membership Details: October is the month that members should renew their membership. Because of COVID 

and the disruption of meetings, your paid 2020 membership fee was rolled over to 2021. We hope you renew 

for 2022. The deadline for payment of dues is January 1. You can renew using the meeting registration form; 

the membership dues chart is included with the registration materials. 

New Brighton Community Center COVID Guidelines: At the time of this writing, NBCC strongly suggests guests 

wear a mask indoors, however, NBCC will not “police” it. Ultimately it is up to you. MMG will not require masks 

either. Currently there is no social distance restriction or how food is served. The Guild will serve a lunch that 

suits our needs. We will do our best to space tables. Also, if it’s a nice day, we will have access to the patio 

adjacent to our room. If the rules change between now and our meeting, we’ll send out an email notifying 

everyone.  

It’s been a challenging 18 months for everyone. We hope this newsletter finds you well and excited to come 

back. 

See you soon, 

Rebecca 

rbrydenmmg@gmail.com 

ROTATION IN OFFICE 
MMG hasn’t had an in-person meeting since February 2020, and it’s natural 

for people to want to move on to new challenges and routines. It’s also 

healthy for an organization such as ours to rotate our volunteers, allowing 

more people to have the opportunity to chair/co-chair a committee. 

Rotation facilitates fresh ideas, prevents “Board fatigue” and cliques, 

develops leadership, promotes friendship.    

Our By-laws not only are written to encourage rotation, but requires 

rotation in office. Currently, several members of our Board have faithfully 

served in many positions for several years and want to move on. Beginning 

in 2022, we’ll have a new Newsletter Editor and Centerpieces & Table 

Favors Chairperson. (See articles on the next page.) We currently have an 

opening for a Workshop Coordinator, plus two members for the 

Nominating Committee (non-board). We could also use assistants on 

various committees.  

MMG By-Laws: Article 3, Section 3 states: Members are encouraged to 

assume duties when requested and to give an additional amount of time per 

year toward projects pertaining to Guild interests such as exhibits, 

newsletter, refreshments, programs, workshops, etc. 

We hope every member deeply considers this request to serve. Please 

contact Rebecca Bryden (rbrydenmmg@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

Thank you to our out-
going Board members. 

 Carol Blanchfield - 
Centerpieces & Table 
Favors  

 
 Freya Jacobson - 

Membership chair 
 
 Joan Purcell - Workshop 

Coordinator 
 
 Jan Rasmussen - 

Newsletter Editor 
 

about:blank
file:///F:/MMG_Newsletter_final_versions/2021_October/rbrydenmmg@gmail.com
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WELCOME TO THE GUILD BOARD 

          

            PRISCILLA SCOTT – CENTERPIECES/TABLE FAVORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A few years ago my son was brutally murdered and I was completely devastated. I immediately joined 
a mother's group to find support and also the healing needed to cope with the pain. I met two little 
girls who were also at the meetings. They were quiet but I felt this was not the place for them. I had 
my handmade house and the Thrift store house at home. I asked their mothers if I could give them 
the houses and they said yes. The next meeting the girls were excited to share their personal work on 
their houses.  
 
This led me to providing free miniature houses to siblings and mothers of murdered children. 
Juaniesgift.com is a website I created to honor my son who was a beautiful, caring and giving son. It is 
a platform to share my gift with a bigger audience. My non-profit organization benefits solely from 
donations. I ask that you visit my site to read more about my mission, vision and strategy. You can 
also read my story and get to meet some of the recipients of miniature houses. 
 
I look forward to being a part of the Midwest Miniature Guild Board. 
 
Sincerely, 
Priscilla Scott 

 

JOANNE WASMUND - NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have been fascinated with miniature things since I was very young. I received cardboard stores with 
merchandise for Christmas one year and I was hooked. I rekindled this delight in 1984 when I created 
a scene to honor my grandmother, a seamstress. This passion has grown and developed ever since. I 
collect, create and curate miniatures into rooms, scenes and houses. I view displays of miniatures 
whenever I can. 

 

 

My name is Priscilla Scott. I am honored to be asked to serve on the Midwest 

Miniature Guild as the new chair of Centerpieces & Table favors. I look 

forward to working with Guild members on making this a successful task.  Jean 

Johnson introduced me to the Guild four years ago.  My introduction to 

miniatures began with a small house I found at the Thrift store about ten 

years ago. The house had only three rooms and I asked my husband to build 

more rooms. He then built my dream house with more than eight rooms. The 

vision for my houses are based on what I would love to live in. 
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NAME DAY 2021: HAWAIIAN 

TIKI BAR 

 

Ready for some fun? Join us for the Minnesota 

version of the NAME Day project - on Saturday, 

November 6 from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm at 

Church of the Incarnation, 3801 Pleasant Ave., 

South Minneapolis. 

Patrick Kinney will provide our kits and expert 

leadership in building our tiki bars. We hope to 

have one inch, half inch and quarter scale kits. 

Lunch will be available or you can bring your 

own. Look for surprises, more surprises, 

vendors, and door prizes. 

More information and registration to follow. 

Jane Sanem 
janeannsanem@gmail.com 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS* 

2021 

 October 2 - MMG Membership Meeting, New Brighton, 
MN 

 October 16 - Three Blind Mice Show, Tampa, FL 
 October 22-23 - Dallas Miniature Showcase, Dallas, TX 
 November 2-7 - Philadelphia Miniaturia, Cherry Hill, NJ 
 November 6 - MN NAME Day Event (see article) 
 November 12-13 - Chicago Autumn showcase of 

Miniatures, Elk Grove, IL 
 December 4 - Three Blind Mice Show, Orlando, FL 

2022 

 February 5 - MMG Membership Meeting, New 
Brighton, MN 

 February 17-20 - Splintered Fairytales, Online NAME 
Houseparty 

 April 25-May 1 - Chicago International (Tom Bishop 
Show), Chicago, IL 

 May 6-8 - Come Fly with Me, Portland, OR NAME 
Houseparty 

 May 7 - MMG Membership Meeting, New Brighton, MN 
 August 5-6 – MN Dollhouse & Miniature Show, New 

Brighton Community Center 
 September 1-4 - Winter Wonderland, Indianapolis, IN 

NAME National Convention - NAME's 50th Anniversary 

* All of these shows and dates are subject to change 
due to COVID. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

 The world of miniatures lost a great supporter; Carol Dyson passed away on Tuesday, August 3rd. Carol 

was always the teacher and loved sharing her hobby with others. She was generous of her time and 

guidance. 

She loved the challenge of finding a way to create something life sized into miniature. I also know that 

she was responsible for getting several of us to join Guild and we are thankful of that. 

She will be greatly missed by many. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Here are some examples of Carol’s miniatures. 
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Wren Song Miniatures 
By Kathleen Stewart 

 

        

“Unique African, Native American, County, 

North Woods, Oriental and Victorian Designs” 

www.wrensongminiatures 

 

 

 

 

   MMG BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

                      Rebecca Bryden, President 
612-202-9559 
rbrydenmmg@gmail.com 
 
Eva Donaghue, Vice President 
651-247-6939 
eva@evasetceteraetc.com 
 
Mila Falbaum, Treasurer 
612-729-2815 
mfalbaum8@gmail.com 
 
Sue Taylor, Asst. Treasurer 
763-755-9787 
beulah-jr@att.net 
 
Lisa Ketchmark, Secretary 
651-484-1201 
lketchmark@mnenduro.com 
 
Jane Sanem, Membership 
612-822-3738 
janeannsanem@gmail.com 
 
Workshop Coordinator 
Position Open 
 
Dr. Brad Bradshaw, Co-librarian 
612-720-9271 
bradbradshaw2009@gmail.com 
 

Cherie Mattson, Co-librarian 
507-248-3650 
sv1cm2mattson@gmail.com 

 

Priscilla Scott, 
Centerpieces/Favors 
612-408-3718 
pscott9753@aol.com 
 
Joanne Wasmund, Newsletter 
Editor 
507-236-4238 
jwasmund@nuveramail.net 

 

October 2021: 
Centerpieces/Favors:  
Carol Blanchfield 
 
Newsletter Editor: Jan Rasmussen 
 

Appointed Positions: 

Website – Elyse Phillips 
elissapaigephillips@gmail.com  
612-207-4799 

 

Nominating Committee: 

Jeanne Fish 

2 Positions Open 

FINANCES 

7/31/2021 balance: 
$41,957.31 

 

mailto:mfalbaum8@gmail.com
mailto:beulah-jr@att.net
mailto:bradbradshaw2009@gmail.com
mailto:sv1cm2mattson@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
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MINNESOTA DOLLHOUSE & MINIATURE SHOW 

by Jane Sanem 

The Third Annual Minnesota Dollhouse & Miniature Show was held on Friday, August 6 and Saturday, August 
7 at the New Brighton Community Center - where our own Midwest Miniature Guild meets for membership 
meetings. For everyone who attended, I hope you had a great time - I did! It was great to see so many MMG 
members! So good to meet many miniaturists that aren't MMG members too. I expect to see some new and 
returning members because of the show. 
 
I spent too much money but really enjoyed all my purchases. Thank you vendors (mostly MMG artisans) for 
your great selection of miniature treasures. 
 
Show Promoter Theresa Zwiener, T & D Miniatures, was very pleased with attendance and yes, she's signed a 
contract for a 2022 show at the New Brighton Community Center. We'll do it again August 5-6, 2022! Woo-
Hoo! We are assured of another year. 
 
If you attended the 2021 Show - thank you! Thank you for your purchases too. If you didn't attend - why not? 
Please consider attending in 2022. This show is very beneficial to miniaturists and vendors. With your help 
and support, the show will only get better. 
 
Congratulations to the winners of our raffles: Carol Sherry - blue/white tray; Priscilla Scott - banana cream pie 
tray; and Natalie Joscher - sushi tray. 
 
It's so great to have a local show. Please support it for 2022. 
 

2021 IOWA STATE FAIR DOLLHOUSE AND MINIATURE ROOMS EXHIBIT 

AT THE CULTURAL CENTER 

by Joanne Wasmund 

My husband and I attended the Iowa State Fair for the sole purpose of visiting the Miniature Exhibit. 

What a wonderful display of talent at all levels of ability from Junior on up.  My husband was like a 5 year-old 

with “look at this, look at this” every few seconds until I told him to take pictures so I could relish the displays 

on my own. There were plenty of displays, 50 some entries in 14 large protective cases.  The competition is 

open to all Iowa residents. It is divided into different categories with a maximum scale of 1” = 1’. From an 

interview I saw on YouTube, judging seems to be done on scale accuracy, detail, how real it looks, and 

uniqueness. Of course, it must vary with categories. Some exhibits were accompanied by interesting write-

ups of history, inspiration, and design.  Visitors are encouraged to vote on their favorites. Awards are 

sponsored by the WEST Miniatures Club of Central Iowa. 

We were struck by a bait shop created in an old Coleman cooler, a millenary shop in an antique shoe product 

crate, and a barn with grounds and…they were all amazing in their own way.  

I know of two of our members who had multiple entries, Lorna Whitlow and Beth Grabau (Ghost Town – see 

photo on next page). If there were other members entered, I apologize for missing them. 

Iowa State Fair continues on next page 
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You can locate 2012-2014 PBS videos on YouTube, and on iowapbs.org there is a 2018 video on this exhibit.  
 
On Facebook: Go to your Home (House icon) page on Facebook and then use the search icon. Type in 
“WEST Miniatures Club of Central Iowa” and select. This will take you to their website. There select 
“Photos” and they have posted photos of the 2019 and 2021 exhibits.  So fun to see! 
 
I did not find out how many years this exhibit has been running. If anybody knows please let me know. 
                      

 

  

MMG member Beth Grabau’s 2021 Iowa State Fair Entry 
Best of Show - Miniature Rooms, exhibitor: Sherry Davis  
(Sherry is from Des Moines and is not a Guild member) 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 

Joy Dowzak 
15135 87th St NE 

Elk River, MN 55330 
763-301-9980 

joydowzak@hotmail.com 

Joy found out about the Guild at MN Dollhouse & 
Miniature Show. 

 

 STAR LETTER WINNER  

Congratulations to Joan Purcell who was Dollhouse 

Miniatures Star Winner for their recent issue, 

#83.  The picture shows miniature cloches with tiny 

shells and bits of driftwood, glass and sponge. Great 

job, Joan! 

 

MMG member Lorna Whitlow’s 2021 Iowa State Fair Entry 

mailto:joydowzak@hotmail.com
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OCTOBER 2, 2021 MMG MEETING AT NEW BRIGHTON 

COMMUNITY CENTER 
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Miniature Wood Creations 

Patrick Kinney 

 

   

Mora, MN  55051 

651 492-7160  

Pkinney@miniaturewoodcreations.com 

www.miniaturewoodcreations.com 

 

Veteran Owned 

 

 

              www.MiniatureCrush.com 
 

 

mailto:Pkinney@miniaturewoodcreations.com
http://www.miniaturewoodcreations.com/
about:blank

