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Dear MMG Friends,
Although we are unable to meet in person at our regular October meeting, the business of MMG and making
miniatures continues unabated. I hope each one of you is having oodles of mini-fun. Personally, I have
completed more projects, major and minor, during the last six months than ever before.
Because we have not been able to have our May and October meetings, your membership dues for 2020 will
be rolled over to 2021. You will not have to pay any dues for 2021. We still hope that our February meeting will
go forward as planned. The decision will be made in December. The February meeting, should it occur, will be
devoted to building the Four-Sided Display project.
February is also an election meeting, as required by our By-laws. Mary Breslin will be stepping down as Vice
President, so we need candidates for that position. Mila Falbaum, our stalwart Treasurer, has agreed to
continue, and her name will also be on the ballot. We elected Elyse Phillips as Secretary last February, and her
role has now expanded to include all technical/online communications (Facebook, website, Zoom meetings,
online registration development, etc.). The Board concluded that we should separate those new duties from
the traditional office of Secretary, which is mainly limited to taking minutes of Board and business meetings.
Therefore, we need to fill and elect the Secretary position in February. Some online technical ability is
necessary. If we cannot meet in person, we will conduct an online election.
If you are interested in Board participation, please contact Jeanne Fish or Priscilla Scott, our nominating
committee. See their note nearby. There are other non-elected positions that are needed now or soon such as
newsletter editor, assistant for table-favors, centerpieces, workshop instructors. Of course, you can always
contact a current Board member to find out exactly what the duties are for a particular position. Serving on the
Board is a wonderful way to get to know fellow members. Since being elected President, I personally got to
know more members than in the past 20 years. It is very satisfying.
This summer, we have been holding our ZOOM Social and Share meetings. We have been scheduling them for
the last Saturday of the month, beginning at 9:30 a.m. A reminder notice is sent out a couple of days in advance
with the links to join the meeting via computer or phone. I encourage each of you to give it a try. The next
ZOOM meeting will be on October 31st. If you have Halloween-related minis, it will be a wonderful time to
share them.
Have you participated in or have an idea for an online workshop? The Guild is looking into offering online
workshops. You can contact Joan Purcell, our workshop coordinator if you have any ideas or questions.
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What have you been working on the last few months? Have you finished a major or minor project? Maybe
the project is still in process. After all, there are no “unfinished” projects—only “in-process” projects. We’d
love to see them, and you can share them on MMG’s Facebook page, website, or at a ZOOM meeting. As an
incentive to visit our Facebook page and website, you will receive a “Web Prize.” Curious? See the article on
page ten.
During COVID, many organizations, businesses, and informal groups have been shut down or stymied. We
must not allow MMG to become a casualty. Staying home has enabled me to work at our wonderful hobby
almost every day, but on the other hand, it threatens to hinder my human connection with you all. MMG
binds us together and fosters friendships. (It was wonderful to see many of you at the MMG garage sale in
September.) Each one of you is a valued member. Stay in touch and Mini On.
Minis Forever!
Rebecca
rbrydenmmg@gmail.com

NOTICE FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
The current nominating committee (Priscilla Scott and Jeanne Fish) has been notified by the MMG Board that
two MMG Board positions, Secretary and Vice President, are up for nomination and election at the February
2021 meeting. Traditionally, the V.P. coordinates the luncheon for our MMG meetings. We also have a
position open on the Nominating Committee, as our previous member, Rebecca Bryden, was elected
president.
Please contact Priscilla at pscott0753@aol.com or Jeanne at fishjeanne@yahoo.com with any suggestions of
nominations for the Secretary or Vice President position, and/or if you would be interested in participating
on the Nominating Committee.
Open position role descriptions:
Nominating committee: This committee identifies potential candidates for open Board positions and secures
the consent of qualified nominees before their names are presented to the membership. Communication is
primarily done by phone and email.
Secretary: The secretary takes, writes up, distributes, and keeps minutes of all meetings.
Vice President: The Vice President assists the President in discharge of duties; assumes the duties of the
President in the latter’s absence and automatically fills the unexpired term of the President, if needed.
Stay dry and warm!
Jeanne

FINANCES
MMG is faring well during these difficult times. We have not been able to have in-person meetings,
but we are still able to be in touch through Zoom and email. Our expenses are low. We have not
had to pay for the space at New Brighton Community Center for the meetings we have had to
cancel. Thanks to the recent MMG garage sale (thank you so much Carol Blanchfield), we have
generated income during this time. Our MMG bank balance as of 8/31/20 was $37.548.09. We are
financially healthy, and we will be in good shape when we can finally get back together.
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4-CORNER DISPLAY PROJECT PROGRESS
Member Sharon Geisen elected to get her display kit early and has almost finished it! All the furniture
and various items came from her “stash” with the addition of a few more miscellaneous items and
plants During the COVID lockdown Sharon has been stitching rugs, so she featured one of them in each
scene. Thanks for sharing, Sharon!

Rug design by Teresa Layman's "Skipper's Rose"

Rug design by Teresa Layman's “English Cottage”

Rug design by Teresa Layman's

Rug pattern from Miniature Gazette. It was a
black and white pattern, and I used the colors of
my choice.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH MMG MEMBER JAMES NEAGBOUR
Interview by MMG President Rebecca Bryden

First of all, how do you pronounce your last name?
My last name has a whole boring genealogy story behind it, but it is pronounced "Neg-bore".
How and when did you really get interested or serious about miniatures?
Miniatures are an on again - off again interest of mine. I must admit that I do not eat, breathe, and sleep
miniatures. Rather it is just one of several hobbies that I seem to rotate through every few years or so. I have
always been this way. When I was a child, I rotated through collecting all sorts of things like rocks, coins, stamps
and so on. I also enjoyed making plastic model kits, mostly classic cars but also the horror film figures such as
Frankenstein and Dracula.
My awakening into the world of miniatures proper did not happen until 1970. I was reading through an edition of
Hobbies, The Magazine for Collectors (Hobbies magazine covered all sorts of collectables including autographs,
seashells, rare books, clocks, and miniatures) and in the "Miniaturia" section was an article on an artist who had
created a small 1/4"=1' wood table with a very small lamp on top lit with a grain of wheat bulb. For some reason
that article really captivated me, and I thought, "I could do that."
I started making miniature furniture and incorporating them into room settings. I enjoyed doing the historical
research as much, if not more, than actually building reproduction pieces. The first fully furnished room of my own
creation that I sold was a 1/2" = 1' colonial keeping room. I sold it in the early 1970s to a dealer at the Apache
Plaza monthly antique show for $40. A great deal of money to me at the time - I was 15 years old. Being a young
person in the 1970s meant creating and collecting on a budget and the field of collecting miniatures was just really
taking off.

Downton Abbey Kitchen
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High-end artists were becoming popular in the 1970s. I tore out an article from the November 1971 issue of Hobbies
magazine and I have it yet today. The article was on the famous miniature artist Eugene Kupjack and featured his
incredible miniature silver pieces and, also his Silversmith shop that he had created for collectors to display his
pieces in. The handcrafted sterling silver pieces were expensive, priced from $7.70 to $25.00, and the empty shop
(shallow room box) was $100 by itself. I vowed to myself that someday I would own one. I did finally buy one of the
original Kupjack Silversmith shops, signed by Eugene Kupjack, in 2018 (nearly 50 years later) and I have now filled it
with 50 pieces of handmade Kupjack sterling silver from the 1970s.
I know that you also collect miniatures. Do you focus on a certain historical period, type, etc.?
I am also a collector of antique Christmas ornaments. Now if you think the field of miniatures is expensive, you might
be surprised to learn that antique Christmas ornaments can be even more so. Again, I will mention that I love doing
research on the items that I collect, and I am considered by some to be an amateur historian on Christmas. This love
of detailed research has continued over into my collecting of miniatures. I enjoy researching various lines of
miniatures and the artists who created them. I made a decision long ago, that I would create and collect room boxes
and vignettes for display of my miniatures, rather than complete houses. My miniature collection contains a wide
range of items in age, material, and country of origin. I have a couple of carved ivory pieces in 3/4"=1' scale, that I
treasure, from the 1800s. I have a very nice Biedermeier parlor set made by the Schneegass und Sohne Company in
Waltershauen, Germany, also from the 1800s, along with some nice Babette Schweizer pieces.

A few years ago, Bespaq made a Lucy group of furniture that was very realistic to the furniture
used in the early shows. I decided to make a miniature room of how the set looked for the
filming of the 1954 Christmas Special, episode #156, which aired on December 24, 1956 from
9:00 to 9:30PM on CBS.
Even though Bespaq make the major pieces of furniture, I spent a huge amount of time on the
research of the accessories. The pictures and frames are as exact to the old ones as I could make
them. The Christmas decorations are correct. The moldings, fireplace, wall panels, and paint are
as correct as I could make them too. I thought I was going to have to suffer through making Little
Ricky's drum set from scratch, but just before I was going to start on it, I found one made as a
metal model kit that I was able to modify to make work.

Interview continues on page 9
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JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
BY ELYSE PHILLIPS

We’ve really missed seeing you and your projects, so we’ve been looking for new ways to connect. Please join us
on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/midwestminiatureguild/?view_public_for=1609798182634152
and “Like” us if you haven’t already.
At the top of the posts on our page, you’ll see that we’ve created a new Facebook Group! This group will allow all
of us to share our projects, questions, fun finds, tutorials, and all things mini with everyone else! You can also find
the group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1053410018407866 . When you go to the Group page for the first
time, click the blue “Join Group” button.
Once you’ve joined, SHARE, SHARE, SHARE! Just type your message in the “What’s on your mind?” area and add
your photos by clicking “Photo/Video.”
If you don’t have a Facebook Account, you should still be able to view the group at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1053410018407866 , but you won’t be able to post. If you’d like your photo
shared on the Facebook page, and don’t have an account, you can email your project and notes to Elyse at
elissapaigephillips@gmail.com and she’ll post them to the page.
We look forward to “seeing” you soon on Facebook.

NEW WEBSITE COMING SOON
We’re working on putting together a new website for the Guild. We hope to use it to stay in touch, showcase
projects, attract new members, and for online registration and payments, for those who wish to utilize that
feature.
We need your help. The website designer is in dire need of clear, high-quality photos and videos for the new site. If
you have a smart phone, that will work well. Just make sure that you steady the phone so that it doesn’t move
while you’re taking photos/videos. Also, use good lighting and try to leave some space around the edges of the
image/video so that it can be cropped to fit different screen sizes.
We’d especially like to see a few videos with a life-sized object to show scale. For example, it would be wonderful
to have a hand reaching in to place something in a miniature scene or to pour “tea” into a mini teacup.
Photos and videos can be emailed to elissapaigephillips@gmail.com or texted to Elyse at (612) 207-4799.

MMG ONLINE CLASSES
BY JOAN PURCELL, WORKSHOP COORDINATOR

Hi members. With our meetings being cancelled, the board has been thinking of ways to keep members busy with
new and interesting projects.
We are wondering if there are any members out there that would be interested in putting together an online video
class. I'm sure we've all watched a video on Pinterest or on some other venue. A class could be anything that is of
interest to you, a project, technique, something that you think others might be interested in learning.
You can contact me by phone or email. Phone (evenings only please): 952-474-1881, or email:
joan.purcell@msn.com
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MMG GARAGE SALE
SEPTEMBER 12,2020
We hoped for beautiful weather, didn’t quite get it but we were happy with what we got. The Guild raised almost
$3,000.00 and the Blanchfields got more space for future donations.
I asked a few people for their opinions of the sale, and here is what they said:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Wonderful
Great organization
Fun chance to see everybody
Spent more than I planned
Excited to get new ideas
Overwhelmed
Great deals
I had a blast

It really was fun to see all who attended. Special thanks to Mary Breslin and Jan Rasmussen for their help. I couldn’t
have handled it without them.
Hope to see everyone in February,
Carol Blanchfield
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MMG BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2020
Rebecca Bryden, President
612-202-9559
rbrydenmmg@gmail.com
Jane Sanem, Past President
612-822-3738
janeannsanem@gmail.com
Mary Breslin, Vice President
612-309-5371
mary.breslin55@gmail.com
Mila Falbaum, Treasurer
612-729-2815
mfalbaum@comcast.net
Sue Taylor, Asst. Treasurer
763-755-9787
beulah-jr@att.net

Brad Bradshaw, Co-librarian
612-720-9271
bradbradshaw2009@gmail.com
Cherie Mattson, Co-librarian
507-248-3650
sv1cm2mattson@gmail.com
Carol Blanchfield,
Centerpieces/Favors
612-590-3986
caroljoyb@comcast.net
Jan Rasmussen, Newsletter Editor
612-721-8626
mahli214@hotmail.com

Elyse Phillips, Secretary
612-207-4799
elissapaigephillips@gmail.com

Appointed Positions:

Freya Jacobson, Membership
651-290-2311
fejacobson@hotmail.com

Scholarship Committee:

Joan Purcell, Workshops
952-474-1881
joan.purcell@msn.com

Website – Elyse Phillips
Photographer - Kathy Goettsch

Mary Breslin, Coordinator
Kathy Goettsch
Alice Ann Roberts

Wren Song Miniatures
By Kathleen Stewart

“Unique African, Native American, County,
North Woods, Oriental and Victorian Designs”
www.wrensongminiatures
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Interview continued from page 5

I have collected a variety of manufactures of miniatures and dollhouse furniture, and have displays of Tynietoy
from the 1920s, Lynnfield from the 1940s, also some Kage and Strombecker, as well as other mid-20th century
manufactures. I have a Spielwaren room box and furniture, which was originally purchased at the Minneapolis
Dayton's store in the mid-1960s by a former collector, and it always makes me smile every time I see it.
I have a weakness for items that were sold through Chestnut Hill Studios in the 1950s and I own one of their
splendid room boxes which I have been slowly filling with colonial style furniture, also made by artists at
Chestnut Hill. Just for fun, I have a couple of Princess Petite rooms, some Sonia Messer, a Lundby room, and all
the pieces of plastic furniture made by the short-lived Goebel Butterfly Miniature line in 1979. My miniatures
collection is very eclectic. Basically, I would say my miniatures collection consists of a little bit of everything and a
lot of nothing.
What are you working on now?
The current COVID pandemic has had one positive aspect on my life. It has allowed me to focus on creating
several miniature rooms that I have had on my To Do list for a long time. Some projects are small, and some are
large, but they all excite me. Right now, I am working on a Hogwarts room from the Harry Potter movies. It is not
an exact reproduction of any specific set, but it has the same feel. I do not usually incorporate figures into my
rooms or displays unless they are needed, like a clerk in a shop, Mrs. Patmore in my Downton Abby kitchen, or
Scrooge in his counting house. The Hogwarts room I am now working on will eventually have two figures in it.
Professor Albus Dumbledore and Professor Minerva McGonagall. I have the room about halfway completed and I
will rely on my good friend Rick Peterson's help with the two figures when I get frustrated with my attempts. Rick
is also a member of MMG and he is much more skilled in the making of figures than I am.

A Gentleman’s Library
The Library and Painted Salon were built during COVID. (I actually refer to them in my mind as "My
Plague Rooms".) Both the Library and the Salon were made with Bespaq wall section units that I had
bought a few years ago. The inlaid floor in the Library was a lot of work and the painted ceiling in the
Salon was done with several separate pieces that I molded and cast from Susan Cook originals, painted
and assembled to make a ceiling.
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A Light Lunch in a Painted Salon
The next project after the Hogwarts room will be the MMG four-sided display box. I am really looking forward to
seeing what ideas the other MMG members have come up at our next meeting. I am thinking I will combine my two
main interests of antique Christmas and miniatures and do four scenes of Christmas in the 20th Century. What could
be more perfect?

MMG INTRODUCING “WEB” PRIZES
We all have beautiful miniatures that we made or purchased. We have projects, vignettes, room boxes, and houses
that we love and display. During these COVID months, you have probably finished a few of projects that have
languished in your “in process” stash. Share them! Tell us (and the world) about them. MMG’s Facebook and
website are the perfect sites to share them. As an incentive to visit https://www.midwestminiatureguild.org or
https://www.facebook.com/midwestminiatureguild/?view_public_for=1609798182634152, you’ll receive more than
a “Like” you’ll get a prize! It will be similar to a door prize, but it will be a “Web” prize for those who share a photo(s)
of a project. Tell us a little something about the photo. Web prizes will be awarded at the next in-person meeting. If
we run out of prizes, then we will know it was a big success. One prize per person, but you can post and “Like” as
much as you want. See you online!

We are very interested in staying in touch with our members. We need your help to
keep our member directory up to date. If you have any new contact information,
please let us know. You can email any new or missing information to Mila Falbaum
at mfalbaum@comcast.net, Freya Jacobson at fejacobson@hotmail.com, or Jan
Rasmussen at mahli214@hotmail.com.
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www.MiniatureCrush.com

Miniature Wood Creations
Patrick Kinney

Mora, MN 55051
651 492-7160
Pkinney@miniaturewoodcreations.com
www.miniaturewoodcreations.com

Veteran Owned
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