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Midwest Miniature  

Guild 
 

   Guild Newsletter    April 2020 

Dear Friends, 

How many unfinished mini projects have you finished while sheltering-in-place? I’m very happy to 

shelter-in-place as long as I can make a mini. I’ve finished a few already, and it has made me realize 

more than ever that miniatures is an amazing, adaptable, and accessible hobby to occupy one’s 

attention during a lockdown. Imagination cannot be locked down. 

We cancelled our May meeting, but we did not cancel MMG’s purpose to share our miniatures and 

hobby with our members, friends, and public. We are moving forward! Here’s an update. 

BOARD MEETINGS   The Board continues to meet via ZOOM, which is an on-line service for meetings 

with multiple people. Elyse Phillips, our secretary, sets up the meeting and sends each participant an 

invitation and a link in an email. Board members click on the link, type in a meeting ID and a password 

and suddenly we can see participants or hear each other via computer or phone. It’s similar to 

FACETIME or Skype, but with more people in different locations. 

OCTOBER MEETING   Our October meeting will be held as scheduled: Saturday, Oct 3, 2020. At the 

October meeting, we will build the 4-sided display, as originally planned for May, except it will occur 

in both morning and afternoon. You all have more time to really plan out what you want to do with 

your display. Wallpaper will be available and demonstrations are planned. We’ll send out a newsletter 

with meeting details as usual in the fall. 

FACEBOOK   The Board is beefing up our Facebook page. We encourage members to post photos of 

your projects, ask questions, share ideas and inspiration. I’m a member of several Facebook miniature 

groups. Each time I see the posts, I get a little burst of pleasure. Those of you who have a Facebook 

account, we hope that you get in the habit of checking MMG’s Facebook page and posting often. It is 

also a good tool to build our membership. 

VIRTUAL HOME MINI TOURS A year or two ago, we considered organizing home tours of members’ 

homes to showcase miniatures. It’s a great way to share not only our miniatures, but how they are 

displayed. The lockdown has inspired us, and we’re going to have virtual home tours. We’ll probably 

do it via Zoom and anyone with a computer or a smart phone can participate. We’ll try some tours 

this summer and send you an email, so you can link in. Stay tuned. 
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MINIATURES AT THE STATE FAIR   As of this writing, the Minnesota State Fair (8/27- 9/7) will be held as 

usual. At the February meeting we announced that MMG has been invited to participate in mini-making 

demonstrations in the Creative Activities Building. (No big display this year.) The Guild has done this 

before and it’s really a lot of fun! Several of our members joined the Guild because they were introduced 

to it at the State Fair. Our member, Jack Anderson, is helping us set it up. We can arrange our own 

schedule which will depend on how many members want to participate. It’s wide open. We could have a 

demonstration every day of the fair, or a few days, or only one day for a few hours. It depends on our 

members’ response. You can select what kind of mini you want to make—something that will be easy to 

show people. You could build a kit, make flowers, stitch a rug, dress a doll—anything you think you could 

demonstrate and talk to people while you’re doing it. (Sort of like a workshop.) We ask that you commit 

to a two-hour shift, or more if you like. We’ll have MMG signage, brochures, and business cards to give to 

people. Arrangements can be made for complimentary fair admission tickets, too. I participated a few 

years ago. I demonstrated flower-making for two or three hours, then I enjoyed the fair for the rest of the 

day! Scheduling is arranged a few weeks in advance, so if you want to participate, or have questions, send 

me an email (rbrydenmmg@gmail.com). We need to know by JULY 1, 2020. Do it! Everyone will think 

you’re amazing—and, of course, you are. 

NEW MEMBER LUNCHEON   Our librarian and auctioneer extraordinaire, Brad Bradshaw, is hosting a New 

Member luncheon on Saturday, June 20th.  The luncheon is for people who joined the Guild within the last 

year, or since the last new member luncheon was held.  New members will get an invitation with details 

soon. 

FEBRUARY 2021 WORKSHOPS   It’s not too early to start thinking about teaching a workshop next 

February. Maybe use your State Fair demonstration as a possible workshop for Guild members in 

February? Just a thought. 

STAY IN TOUCH   If you have questions, concerns, minis to share, suggestions, or want to host a home 

tour please send me an email. (rbrydenmmg@gmail.com) A few people have already shared photos of 

minis created during the shelter-in-place directive. We will be sending some of these out occasionally via 

email or with permission on our Facebook page.  Each of you is very important to the Guild. 

Until next time—Mini On, 

Rebecca 

 

 

SAD NEWS 

Our dear member, Deb Nelson, passed away unexpectedly on April 10th. She apparently had a heart 

attack. Deb joined MMG in 1994 and was a vibrant and loyal member. Her mini group, Mini Friends, 

recently made the pocket watches for February meeting table centerpieces. We send our condolences to 

her family, friends (especially her mini friends). A celebration of life will be held at a later date. 
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MIDWEST MINIATURE GUILD GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

MINUTES 
New Brighton Community Center February 1, 2020 

President’s Remarks: Excited to start new term and to promote the hobby of miniatures. 

Goals: 
1. Promoting this hobby. Try to organize as many exhibits as possible. Hennepin County History 

Museum is interested in us doing a Christmas exhibit. Volunteers needed (Brad Bradshaw, Mary 
Huffer) 

2. State Fair as demonstrators w/displays instead of exhibits. 2-3 people at a time can demonstrate 
skills. Volunteers needed.  

3. New and improved website.  
4. Membership participation. Want to see more displays and finished work. Need teachers for 

workshops.  
5. Home tours.  
6. New member luncheons. 

Website: 
1. Email photos to Elyse elissapaigephillips@gmail.com. Try to get well lit, horizontal photos with a 

buffer around the item. Hold camera very still or prop it while taking photo. 
2. Think about blog topics. Will be asking for volunteers. Will publish monthly blog. 
3. Online registration for guild, meetings, and classes. 

Door prizes: 
1. Brenda Lutter 
2. Sue Hegrenes 
3. Chris Faust 
4. Bruce Krietzman 

Lunch by Kowalski’s. Trying to accommodate gluten-free for the first time. 

Thank you to workshop instructions: Eva Donaghue, Beth Grabau, Lynn Synder, Betty Tarr 

Sellers: Bruce Krietzman (Kreative Acrylics) and Kathleen Stewart (Wren Song), Amanda Maricle (Minnesota 
Miniatures Market) 

New Members: Marcy Harris (returning member), Barbara Anderson (returning member), Brittney Navara 

Guests: Myrna Gulsvig, Finley Mireau, Delanie Vindish 

Ellie Krelitz- Former President 2002-2004, charter member, passed away in December.  

Centerpieces: Mini Friends from Hastings.  

Election of officers:  

Secretary: Sue Taylor resigned due to house fire last fall. She is rebounding from the loss and rebuilding. 
Elyse Phillips has stepped in as interim.  

Nomination (Mary Breslin) of Elyse Phillips without secret ballot 

Second (Sue Taylor) 

Motion carried 

Returns: Rhea Wise 

Checkouts: Joyce Beytien 

Door prizes: Delanie Vindish, JC Lucht, Jayne Jennings, Marcy Harris 
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Free Guild Project: 4-sided display. Orders due today. Will include a turntable. Project and turntable to 
be built by Patrick Kinney. Will be distributed at May meeting. Three months to plan concept. In May, 
we will start project. Wallpaper will be available. It is a kit, may want to wallpaper before putting it 
together. May meeting will have garage sale in the afternoon. Dimensions are listed in the newsletter. 
Acrylic covers will not be provided. $60 ($55 if 12 orders) for 1 inch, $30 ($25 with 12 orders) for ¼”.  

Newsletter: About 20% of members did not get or missed newsletter this month. Next meeting is May 
2, 2020. Next newsletter will come out around 1st of April.  

Door prizes: Amanda Maricle, Freya Jacobson, Becky Huset  

MMG Board: Anticipating upcoming vacancies on board.  

Charity Raffle: (Mary Breslin and Jan Rasmussen) Leonardo’s Basement takes donations and in-kind 
items and does workshops for kids to make art projects. Priscilla Scott, Jeanne Fish, Avery, Marcy Harris, 
Ruth Hynes.  

Auction:  

Christmas scene w/ table and chair: Donated by Connie 
Ekert, $5 starting bid. 

Sold $25 Jayne Jennings 

Dining room set: Donated by Little Enchantments, Bespaq, 
$15 starting bid. 

Sold $65 Annette 
Tiedens 

½ scale room box, electrified street scene: Donated by Barb Nygaard, 
$15 starting bid. 

Sold $45 Vera Sullivan 

Centerpieces given away. Auction 2 additional. 

Watch #1, w/ glass dome: Christmas scene, 
starting bid $20. 

Sold $75 Kathy Goetsch 

Watch #2, w/glass dome: Halloween scene, starting bid $20. Sold $50 Kathy Goetsch 

Watch #3, w/glass dome: Outdoor Christmas scene, starting bid $20. Sold $50 Mila Falbaum 
 

Jeanne Fish: Kathy Goetsch found VHS of Guilderville and a DVD copy. Can we put this on YouTube so 
everyone can watch it? 

Submitted by, 
Elyse Phillips, Secretary 

 

February 2020 Meeting Snapshot 

79 members attended  
  4 guests 
  3 Vendors 

Workshops: 

5 workshops offered  

4 morning workshops with 36 participants 

1 afternoon workshops with 4 participants 
 

2020 Chicago International Miniature Show 

Rescheduled 
 
The Tom Bishop show has been rescheduled for this 
year. The new dates are: 
       August 10-13 -- Preshow Workshops 
       August 14-16 – Miniature Show 
 
Guild members attending the show are invited to a 
get together the evening of Friday the 14th. See Carol 
Blanchfield for details. 
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

MMG February 2020 Meeting and Financial Snapshot 

 

 

Expenses:   

Lunch $1,019.05  

New Brighton (room rental)  $773.11  

AM food, add-ons to lunch and supplies for 
serving 

$147.45  

  

Coffee and water 158.11 

Centerpieces $260.00  

Newsletter expenses $14.84  

Total $2,372.56  

    
Income:   

Meeting fee $1,520.00  

Live Auction $310.00  

Vendor Tables $60.00  

Total $1,890.00  

    
Checking account Balance as of 3/31/20 $39,875.70  

Total members 136 
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Wren Song Miniatures 
By Kathleen Stewart 

 

 

 

“Unique African, Native American, County, 

North Woods, Oriental and Victorian Designs” 

www.wrensongminiatures 

 

 

 

 

 

MMG BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2020 

Rebecca Bryden, President 
612-202-9559 
rbrydenmmg@gmail.com 
 
Jane Sanem, Past President 
612-822-3738 
janeannsanem@gmail.com 
 
Mary Breslin, Vice President 
612-309-5371 
mary.breslin55@gmail.com 
 
Mila Falbaum, Treasurer 
612-729-2815 
mfalbaum@comcast.net 
 
Sue Taylor, Asst. Treasurer 
763-755-9787 
beulah-jr@att.net 
 
Elyse Phillips, Secretary 
612-207-4799 
elissapaigephillips@gmail.com 
 
Freya Jacobson, Membership 
651-290-2311 
fejacobson@hotmail.com 
 
Joan Purcell, Workshops 
952-474-1881 
joan.purcell@msn.com 

 

 

Brad Bradshaw, Co-librarian 
612-720-9271 
bradbradshaw2009@gmail.com 
 

Cherie Mattson, Co-librarian  
507-248-3650 
sv1cm2mattson@gmail.com 

Carol Blanchfield, 
Centerpieces/Favors 
612-590-3986 
caroljoyb@comcast.net 
 
Jan Rasmussen, Newsletter Editor 
612-721-8626 
mahli214@hotmail.com 
 

 

Appointed Positions: 

Website – Elyse Phillips 
Photographer - Kathy Goettsch 
 

Scholarship Committee: 

Mary Breslin, Coordinator 
Kathy Goettsch 
Alice Ann Roberts 
 

mailto:mfalbaum@comcast.net
mailto:mfalbaum@comcast.net
mailto:beulah-jr@att.net
mailto:fejacobson@hotmail.com
mailto:joan.purcell@msn.com
mailto:bradbradshaw2009@gmail.com
mailto:sv1cm2mattson@gmail.com


7 
 

  

              
Miniature Wood Creations 

Patrick Kinney 

 

   

Mora, MN  55051 

651 492-7160  

Pkinney@miniaturewoodcreations.com 

www.miniaturewoodcreations.com 

 

Veteran Owned 

 

       
                

              www.MiniatureCrush.com 

 

Bruce 

Krietzman, 

Proprietor 

mailto:Pkinney@miniaturewoodcreations.com
http://www.miniaturewoodcreations.com/
about:blank
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                        WELCOME -- NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

The marvelous pocket watches that were our centerpieces in February were created  
by the Mini Friends miniature group. 

                                  

 

 

 

 
Myrna Gulsvig 
908 W.14th St 
Hastings, MN 55033 
651-437-7511 
myrna.gulsvig@gmail.com 
 

 
Finley Mireau 
523 Hall Ave 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
612-919-2906 
rheawise@outlook.com 
Junior member 
 

 

 
Brittney Navara 
11019 Washington St NE 
Blaine, MN 55434 
612-300-7797 
bnavara77@gmail.com 
 

 
Kathy Seiler 
226 Crestline Court 
Duluth, MN 55808 
218-349-8682 
snow22ball123@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Delanie Vindish 
Junior Member 
Niece of Lisa Ketchmark 
 

  WELCOME BACK -- RETURNING MEMBERS 

 

Barbara Anderson 
949 Sherburne Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
763-656-7499 
Bobby110700@gmail.com 
 

Marcy Harris 
8359 Mitchell Road 
Eden Prairie, MN 55347 
612-203-4665 
mlharris15@outlook.com 
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NEW MEMBERS’ LUNCHEON DATE IS SET! 
by Brad Bradshaw 

We are so very fortunate to have such brilliant new members joining our Guild. It is a joy to welcome 
them into our community. I think we all can say that we look forward to sharing ideas and stories and 
building new friendships with each and every one of them. New members are a keystone in the life and 
longevity of our organization, and it is a pleasure to have them be a part of MMG. 
 
On Saturday, June 20 the MMG board members will host the annual New Members' Luncheon at the 
residence of MMG librarian Brad Bradshaw. The event will include miniature activities, a presentation 
on all that the Guild has to offer, time to get to know the new members, and of course lunch. This time 
together is a gesture of thanks that we give our new members to let them know how grateful we are to 
have them aboard MMG. 
 
Thank you new members! We look forward to seeing you in June! 
 
 

          


