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Hello From Rebecca Bryden
October, 2019

Meeting Date
October 5, 2019
Meeting Schedule

Sales Set-Up ...................... 8:00-9:30
Registration ....................... 9:00-9:30
Morning Workshop ....... 10:00-12:00
Morning Sales.................. 9:30-12:00
Lunch ....................................... 12:00
Business meeting ........... 12:00-1:00
Afternoon Workshops ....... 1:00-4:00
Board Meeting ................. 3:00-4:00

Due Friday, September 20, 2019:
Meeting Registration
Workshop Registration
Sales Table Registration
Logo wear order
Future Dates –

Teacher Workshop Application Forms
for February 2020 Meeting
Due December 1, 2019
February 2020 Newsletter Deadline
December 1, 2019
Future Guild Meeting Dates
February 1, 2020
May 2, 2020
MMG Board Meeting
September 28, 2019

“Everybody needs a hobby.” Susan Harmon, Heirlooms by Susan, said that to
me many years ago when I interviewed her for American Miniaturist magazine.
(I was Associate Editor for AM, 2002-03.) At the time, I was fairly new to the
miniature hobby, which I had discovered in 1998. In 2002, however, I didn’t
appreciate that insightful comment. Now, I firmly believe it! Why? Susan
answered that question: “Hobbies take the edge off of life.” Miniatures have
done that for me and MMG was at the beginning of my hobby self-discovery.
The miniature world is vast, all-inclusive and encompassing for both the creator
and the creation. It’s a true oxymoron! Try to think of anything or any idea that
can’t be related to the miniature hobby? I’m interested in broadening our
concepts and creations of miniatures. What are you, as a member, interested in
exploring, learning, creating, or sharing? How can the Guild help or encourage
you to become a better, more skillful and happier miniaturist? How can MMG
sand off a little more the edge of life? Miniaturists are good at sanding. These
are big ideas about miniatures and I want to know yours.
As I was setting up the email address list of our membership, I realized that I did
not know many of you, and I’m looking forward to fixing that. We have an
outstanding board that is committed to advancing the purpose of MMG. I want
to thank our MMG Board and especially our past presidents, for helping me
embark on my new job. It’s going to be fun!
Rebecca Bryden
rbrydenmmg@gmail.com
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President’s Letter
October, 2019

It has been my distinct pleasure to serve as your President for the past few years.
The Guild is in good hands with Rebecca Bryden as our president. Rebecca understands the Guild legacy and has
some great ideas going forward. Be sure to introduce yourself to Rebecca and volunteer! Our Board of Directors is
staying in place. It has been a pleasure working with them. I consider every one of them my friend and have valued
their hard work for the Guild.
I will still be around! Special events are of great interest to me. I guess it's in my blood and I enjoy new challenges.
You won't see me around January - April though, we will escape the Minnesota winter for Florida sunshine!
I hope to see all of you at our new location in New Brighton for the October meeting.
Take care, and happy miniaturing!
Jane Sanem
janeannsanem@gmail.com
612-822-3738

MIDWEST MINIATURE GUILD GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MINUTES
Shoreview Community Center, May 4, 2019

The meeting was brought to order by President Jane Sanem at 12:15 pm.
Jane received an email from member Ruth Hanke (Hanky Panky) who said “I envy all of you taking this workshop as it
sounds like the most fun ever to me. Hugs, Ruth Hanke”.
Girl Scout report – Jeanne Fish presented an update of the Girl Scout’s miniatures project. Jeanne thanked all the
people from the Guild that had helped the girls with the project, including Kathy Goettsch and Eva Donaghue who
volunteered as mentors. The girls are planning to display their finished room boxes at the October MMG meeting.
They will also have a table at the garage sale today where they will be selling leftover supplies and miniatures to help
fund another project.
LED workshop report – In April Luci Hanson taught an LED workshop that was attended by members of MMG. Beth
Grabau was one of the attendees. Beth came to the podium and said the workshop taught the basics of electricity
and students had a chance to learn to solder. Each student also made a test board that is used to test batteries and
LED lights.
Thank you to all vendors with sales tables at today’s meeting - they are Kathleen Stewart (Wren Song Miniatures),
Dave Omer and Patrick Kinney (Miniature Wood Creations).
Thank you to Patrick Kinney for making the kits that we worked on today and for getting them done on time.
Membership Meeting Minutes continue on page 3
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Membership Meeting Minutes (Continued from page 2)
Special thanks to Carol Blanchfield for her hard work getting door prizes for each attendee, making sure there was glue
and wallpaper and so much more – Carol worked hard to make the day possible for us all.
Library – there were only returns today.
The meeting today is a “members only” meeting. We do have some new and returning members joining us: Nancie
Delebo, Kay Garnett, Jane Hodgins, Becky Huset, Suzanne Nelson, Linda Peterson, Judy Purman, Annette Tiedens, Pat
West and Rhea Wise.
The charity supported today is Kids Closet of Duluth. It is a “clothing program for young Duluthians attending school”.
MMG members Carol Dyson and Pam Rouleau volunteer there. Madisyn Gruetzman drew names for winners of the
charity prizes. The winners were Sarah Peterson (miniature books), Jenny Larson (Toys) and Sue Taylor (Kitchen items).
Table favors today were plants made from florist tape. Jane Sanem made 112 one-inch plants and 40 quarter inch plants
while she was in Florida. Watch for a workshop in October that will teach this technique to make various plants.
The kits we received to work on today take the place of the centerpieces.
REMEMBER – the MMG meetings will be moving to the New Brighton Community Center beginning with the next
meeting in October 2019. The Miniature Show in August will be at the same space. If you attend the Miniature Show
you can check out the space ahead of time.
Consider teaching a class – Joan Purcell needs teachers for workshops. The Guild will help find a project if you don’t
have something in mind.
Lynn Snyder shared a suggestion to increase interest in the Guild. If you have miniature magazines that you no longer
want, attach a MMG business card and leave them in a waiting room for others to enjoy. Someone that might not have
known about our organization might decide to check us out.
Election for President –Vice-President Mary Breslin introduced Priscilla Scott and Jeanne Fish from the nominating
committee. The nominating committee has spent the last two months sending out many emails and making lots of
phone calls to prepare for the election of MMG president. The committee will continue its work to prepare for future
Board of Directors elections in February.
The nominating committee recommended Rebecca Bryden as its candidate for president. There was a call for
nominations from the floor and there were none. Because Rebecca Bryden was the only candidate, all in favor were
asked to raise their hands. Rebecca was elected with a unanimous show of hands.
Rebecca Bryden came to the podium and thanked Jane Sanem for her work as president. She said she will need all of our
help and she expressed her love of the guild.
Door prizes were passed out to all attendees in either one inch or quarter inch scale.
The meeting was adjourned.
Submitted by
Sue Taylor, Secretary
Revised 5/15/19

Where are
they going?
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New Brighton
Community
Center!

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
MMG May 2019 Meeting and Financial
Snapshot
Members Attending:
95
Requested and additional Kits:
One Inch 109
Quarter Inch 56
Cost of Kits:
MMG Garage Sale Income:
Food Costs:
Wood Floor Demo
Misc. Expenses (wallpaper paste,
foam brushes, etc.):
Acrylic Case Gift Certificate
Bank Balance on 8/1/19

$1,657.80
$1,237.70
$1,066.76
No Cost
$155.47
$125.00
$40,814.08
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MMG BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019
Rebecca Bryden, President
612-202-9559
rbrydenmmg@gmail.com

Cherie Mattson, Co-librarian
507-248-3650
sv1cm2mattson@gmail.com

Mary Breslin, Vice President
612-309-5371
mary.breslin55@gmail.com

Carol Blanchfield,
Centerpieces/Favors
612-590-3986
caroljoyb@comcast.net

Mila Falbaum, Treasurer
612-729-2815
mfalbaum@comcast.net
Sue Walter, Asst. Treasurer
651-485-1252
susiestampalot@msn.com
Sue Taylor, Secretary
763-755-9787
beulah-jr@att.net
Freya Jacobson, Membership
651-290-2311
fejacobson@hotmail.com
Joan Purcell, Workshops
952-474-1881
joan.purcell@msn.com
Brad Bradshaw, Co-librarian
612-720-9271
bradbradshaw2009@gmail.com

Jan Rasmussen, Newsletter Editor
612-721-8626
mahli214@hotmail.com
Jane Sanem, Past President
612-822-3738
janeannsanem@gmail.com

Appointed Positions:
Website - Carson Whitlow
Photographer - Kathy Goettsch
Scholarship Committee:
Mary Breslin, Coordinator
Kathy Goettsch
Alice Ann Roberts

Wren Song Miniatures
By Kathleen Stewart

“Unique African, Native American, County,
North Woods, Oriental and Victorian Designs”
www.wrensongminiatures
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Bruce
Krietzman,
Proprietor

Miniature Wood Creations
Patrick Kinney

Mora, MN 55051
651 492-7160
Pkinney@miniaturewoodcreations.com
www.miniaturewoodcreations.com
Veteran Owned
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UPCOMING EVENTS











September 27-29, 2019 - NAME Small Scale Houseparty,
Pittsburgh, PA
October 5, 2019 - MMG Meeting
October 12-13, 2019 - Good Sam Showcase, San Jose, CA
February 1, 2020 - MMG Meeting
April 3-5, 2020 - NAME Regional Houseparty, "Come Fly with
ME", Portland, OR
May 2, 2020 - MMG Meeting
July 23-26, 2020 - NAME Convention, "Winter Wonderland",
Indianapolis, IN
July 22-25, 2021, NAME Convention, "From Sea to Shining
Sea", Providence, RI
August 7 & August 8, 2020 - Minneapolis & Miniature Show,
New Brighton

KREATIVE ACRYLIC CERTIFICATES

Bruce Krieztman (Kreative Acrylics) will be at our October 5 MMG meeting to deliver pre-ordered acrylic cases. Have
you ordered yet? Redeem your $25 certificate NOW and save on shipping cost. Order from Bruce bruce@kreativeacrylics.com or 763-231-0385.

THANK YOU
Jane Sanem made all the
lovely plants that were our
table favors at the May
meeting.

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS
James Neagbour

651-357-2988
17708 311th Court
Shafer, MN 55074

dragonminiatures@aol.com
651-452-9217
1555 Mallard Drive
Eagan, MN 55122

Judy Purman
jpurman@comcast.net
612-490-8611
669 Short Street
St. Paul, MN 55106

Joanne Wasmund
jwasmund@nuveramail.net
507-236-4238
8623 Oak Hill Circle
Prior Lake, MN 55372

Mary Watson
grandmwatson@comcast.net
952-922-6562
5417 Doncaster Way
Edina, MN 55436

Pat West
designingpat@man.com
612-727-1714
6265 Chads Lane

Wendy Martin

wmartin01@gmail.com

Chaska, MN 55318

JANINE SCHULZE
We recently learned that Janine lost her battle with breast cancer and died on July 29, 2019. Janine was a woman of
many talents - a miniaturist, doll doctor, hobbyist, and so much more. Janine was able to attend our May meeting.
Donations can be made to the Hastings Breast Cancer Support Group, 241 Glenlou Way, Hastings, MN 55033.
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MMG LOGO WEAR FOR SALE
We have a new batch of logo wear, mostly the same type items as previously (no sweatshirts this time). The
embroidery technology has improved and our logo is much crisper looking.
We are selling aprons, shirts and totes. If you order by September 20, 2019, items can be ready at the October
meeting. Payment must accompany order. Orders received after September 20th will be available at the February,
2020 Guild Meeting.
Apron with MMG logo – royal blue, adjustable neck strap, 2 patch pockets, one size. $16.00
Ladies denim shirt with MMG logo – long sleeves, button front, classic light blue “work shirt.” $27.00
Sizes
XS
S
M
L
XL
XXL

Women’s Size
2
4-6
8-10
12-14
16-18
20-22

Men’s denim shirt with MMG logo – long sleeves, button front, classic light blue “work shirt.” $29.00
Sizes XS to XXL
Tote bag with MMG logo – natural with royal blue trim. $32.00
Please make checks payable to Midwest Miniature Guild and mail with this form to:
Carol Blanchfield
128 Hawthorne Road
Hopkins, MN 55343

Orders due by September 20, 2019

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ORDER FORM

Item(s)_________________size_________price_____________
_________________size_________price_____________
_________________size_________price_____________

Total______________

Name____________________________________________Phone____________________
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GROW IT OR LOSE IT!
There was good news and bad news about the Minneapolis Miniature & Dollhouse Show. The Minneapolis
Dollhouse & Miniature Show was August 2nd and 3rd. Did you attend? This show, in its second year, really is
our only local opportunity to connect vendors, Guild members and interested miniature enthusiasts.
Good News first! The Guild had a free table at the two day show. We picked up two new members that paid
dues at the show. I've got 20 emails of interested prospective members.
Thanks to all members and their friends who came to the show. We gave away little treasures to members and
attendees. They were well received and lots of oohing and ahhing.
We had a raffle for Guild members only. Winners were - Elyse Phillips (rug); Amanda Maricle (d. Anne Ruff
drapes); and Natalie Joscher (mini tv).
Thanks to those who helped at the Guild table - Rebecca Bryden, Sharon Bigot, Sue Taylor, and Lynn Snyder.
Thanks to Carol Blanchfield for picking out unique items for the raffle from our stash! The raffle items and
treasures were great!
Next, the bad (but hopefully, fixable) news. Paid attendance for the 2018 show was 225. A great first show
start. Paid attendance for the 2019 show was 137. Theresa Zweiner, the show promoter was very disappointed.
Vendors have travel, food and lodging expenses. If the attendance isn't there, they may not come back to a
poorly attended show. I emailed reminders to members, past members, and our prospect list. How can the
Guild help?





Attend!
Promote on Craig's List - We've used for our independent garage sales. It's free! Priscilla - help!
Run a paid ad in the Minneapolis paper.
Other ideas? I feel additional effort on the Guild's part will help the show and in turn, help the Guild.
Contact Jane Sanem with any and all ideas.
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PICTURES FROM THE MAY MEETING

10

MORNING WORKSHOPS

Wicker Cornucopia
Weave a wicker cornucopia and fill with a fall
arrangement of flowers which we will make from paper
punches. Class will go into the afternoon if needed.
Instructor: Joan Purcell
Skill level: All
Scale: One inch
Cost: $25.00
Tools/Supplies: Tweezers, stylus, mouse pad, tacky
glue, round nose pliers, and small sharp scissor
Class limit: 8
Extra kits: No

Class Description
Construct this delightful basswood stepping stool. Stool
can also be used as a plant stand.
Instructor: Patrick Kinney
Skill level: All
Scale: One Inch
Cost: $15.00
Tools/Supplies: Stain or paint (your choice of color) –
stain, stain pen, paint or paint pen will work, tacky glue,
gluing jig, sand paper, and X-acto knife
Class limit: 15
Extra kits: Limited kits available
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MORNING WORKSHOPS CONTINUED

Distressed Mirror
Distress an “antique” mirror with either gold or
silver paint.
Instructor: Cinda Parent
Skill level: All
Scale: One inch
Cost: $10.00
Tools/Supplies: Small paint brushes, tacky glue,
and scissors
Class limit: 8
Extra kits: No

MORNING AND AFTERNOON WORKSHOP

Spook Boo-tique Garden Bench and
Accessory Kit
In the morning build this MJ Miniatures laser-cut
kit. Paint will be supplied with the colors shown in
the photo, or you can bring your own paints. The
bench is 7” tall, 4 ¼” Wide, and 2” deep.
In the afternoon we will put together the
accessories to adorn our garden benches. Kit
includes a crystal ball (no spook should be without
one!), bottles and jars with Halloween-themed
labels, decorative plates and a variety of gift
boxes.
Instructor: Mary Breslin
Skill level: All
Scale: One inch
Cost: $20.00
Tools/Supplies: Tweezers, scissors, several paint
brushes (medium, fine and very fine), and gluing jig
is recommended.
Class limit: 4
Extra kits: Up to class limit
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AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS

A Trio of House Plants
We'll create three house plants - Caladium,
Philodendron, and a Hydrangea with trailing ivy. Pots
may vary for the Caladium and Philodendron. The
Hydrangea will be in the pictured Jardinere. We'll be
using Ruth Hanke's florist tape design to create our
plants. It's an easy method to create life-like plants.
Instructor: Jane Sanem
Skill Level: All
Cost: $20.00
Scale: One inch
Tools/Supplies: Small, sharp scissors; exacto knife;
small round paint brush; Aleene's tacky glue; stylus;
exacting knife; tweezers; and any pots of your own that
you want to use
Class Limit: 12
Extra Kits: No

Della Robia Wreath
Create this fruit-filled wreath. We will create the base
of the wreath, paint and pearlize the fruit, and
assemble all the elements. The wreath is 2 ¼” in
diameter.
Instructor: Jan Rasmussen
Skill level: All
Scale: One inch
Cost: $15.00
Tools/Supplies: Tweezers, tacky glue, wire cutter, 4
paint brushes sized 8-10, scissors capable of cutting
thin wire
Class limit: 6
Extra kits: No
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LUNCH AT THE OCTOBER MEETING

To celebrate our new meeting location, we
will have a turkey breast buffet lunch,
complete with side dishes, salad and
dessert. Bon Appetit!

REMEMBER TO
COME TO OUR NEW
MEETING
LOCATION!

WE’RE LOOKING
FORWARD TO SEEING
YOU AT OUR NEW
DIGS!

I heard the
meeting will
cost less.

Great – more
money to spend
on miniatures!
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THE OCTOBER MEETING WILL BE AT
NEW BRIGHTON COMMUNITY CENTER
OCTOBER 5, 2019
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