Midwest Miniature
Guild
Guild Newsletter

May Meeting

Meeting Date
May 5, 2018
Meeting Schedule

Sales Set-Up ...................... 8:00-9:30
Registration ....................... 9:00-9:30
Morning Workshops ..... 10:00-12:00
Morning Sales ................. 9:30-12:00
Lunch....................................... 12:00
Business meeting ........... 12:00-1:00
Member Garage Sales ....... 1:00-4:00
Board Meeting ................. 3:00-4:00

Due Friday, April 20, 2018:
Meeting Registration
Workshop Registration
Sales Table Registration
Future Dates –

Teacher Workshop Application Forms
for October 2018 Meeting
Due August 1, 2018
October 2018 Newsletter Deadline
August 1, 2018
Future Guild Meeting Dates

October 6, 2018
February 2, 2019
May 4, 2019
October 5, 2019

,,,,,,.l

May 2018

President’s Letter

Greetings from sunny SW Florida! We bought a condo in Fort Myers in
December and we are able to enjoy about two months here. We’ll be back in
Minneapolis mid-April.
I grabbed several mini kits from my stash to bring with me. So far, I’ve finished
two kits. It was actually therapeutic getting them done. I’m seriously
considering teaching a workshop using parts of one of them. And how is your
stash? I’m great at buying kits, especially smaller cheaper ones, like round table
kits from NAME, not so good at putting them together. How about you? Take a
look at what you've got on hand, put a couple together - you’ll feel so much
better! Maybe even teach a workshop!
Trash-to-Treasure Contest - Are you participating in the contest? Be sure to
bring your treasure to our May meeting for anonymous judging by attendees.
Each attendee will receive a ticket/coin to vote for their favorite.
Chicago - Are you going to Chicago for the Bishop and other shows at the end
of April? We’ll have our MMG and friends get together on Friday, April 27 after
the Bishop Show preview.
Painting Workshop - Did you take the painting workshop in February? Please
bring your paintings to the May meeting to display. I would also love to have a
picture of you and your paintings.
Museum - If you were at our February meeting, you heard Carol Blanchfield
talk about our proposed Miniature Museum. It’s such a good idea. We are in
the listening, learning, and planning stages, and we need your help! See Carol’s
article in this newsletter. We’ll set up a separate bank account for Museum
money.
May Garage Sale - Our annual member garage sale will be held the afternoon
of our May meeting. See the separate article and check the registration form if
you want to participate.

President’s Letter continues on page 2
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President’s Letter (Continued from page 1)
Photo Membership Directory/Tips, Tricks & Techniques Booklet - Copies will be available at our May meeting to pick
up. If friends haven’t picked theirs up, maybe you could pick up for them? If you want the directory and Tips, Tricks &
Techniques and can’t come to the May meeting, let me know. I’ll mail copies - but after mid-April. Want your picture
in for the next Membership Directory, email a head shot to Sue Taylor.
All for now, keep creating, and Spring is on the way!
Jane Sanem, President
janeannsanem@gmail.com
612-900-6106 cell
Midwest Miniature Guild

MIDWEST MINIATURE GUILD GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MINUTES
Shoreview Community Center, February 10, 2018

The meeting was brought to order at 12:20 by President, Jane Sanem.
Members were reminded to pick up the picture directory and Tips, Tricks & Techniques from the registration desk.
Thank you to Carol Blanchfield who found all of the tips, tricks and techniques and Lynn Snyder who edited them.
Thank you to Sue Taylor who took pictures for the directory and Jan Rasmussen who edited the directory. Anyone
that hasn’t yet had their photo taken for the directory is invited to submit a headshot to Sue Taylor.
Guests were welcomed and included Beth Middlecamp who is the sister-in-law of Sherry Zittlow, Barb Burke who
found the guild online and Karen Baden who is the guest of Carol Sherry.
Rhea Wise is returning to MMG as a member and her guest was her daughter Avery. Helen Terzian attended our
recent garage sale and decided to join MMG. She has been making miniatures for 20 years but didn’t know about the
guild.
The Board of Directors of MMG was asked by Jeanne Fish to consider reducing the meeting registration fee for junior
members. The Board unanimously voted to reduce the fee. In the future, junior members will pay a registration fee
of. $11.25.
The centerpieces at the meeting were Bespaq items donated by Karen Fernholz. Table favors were miniature
perfume bottles that were also donated by Karen Fernholz.
Although the current Board of Directors has agreed to continue in their current positions an election was still needed.
The President called for nominations from the floor and none were brought forward. Because there were no
nominations a vote was taken and the current slate was approved. If anyone is interested in being a part of the board
in the future, please talk to any member of the board.
Irma Escue has pictures of two dollhouses from Boutwell’s Landing that will be auctioned or sold. Please see Irma for
details if you are interested.
Carol Blanchfield spoke to the members about using the money from John and Bella Sander’s estate to start a fund
that would be used to start a miniatures museum. There was discussion and interest from the members. A comment
from the floor was that the interest shown in the garage sale event shows that the community would
Membership Meeting Minutes continues on page 5
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GREETINGS GUILDERS!
From Dureen Ruff

I was delighted to see many of you at the Garage Sale in St. Louis Park in January.
And I hope to see many of you at the 40th Tom Bishop Chicago International Show in April. I am excited to say I will
have a table at this show.
I have been absent from the miniature world for several years due to the illness and passing of my husband, Rick.
When I heard about the Garage Sale through the MMG newsletter, I thought it would be a good way to phase out
some of my odds and ends inventory. But as I was setting up my table, friends I hadn’t seen in years welcomed and
greeted me. I was immediately reminded there is something special about miniaturists, and that participating in a show
is a joy. And so, I decided rather than phase out of the miniature world, I would phase back in.
And what better way to celebrate the 50th year of d. Anne Ruff Miniatures than to be at Tom’s festive 40th
Anniversary Show?
I am thrilled that my eldest daughter, Sue Wellman, a skilled miniature artisan in her own right, will be joining me
behind the table.
Rick and I enjoyed many years of Tom’s shows together, and continuing with the next generation of my family is a thrill
for me.
If you plan to be in Chicago for the show in April, please stop by my table and say hello.
Dureen Ruff, aka d. Anne Ruff

CENTERPIECES AND TABLE FAVORS
THANK YOU
Many thanks to Karen Fernholz for providing the Bespaq centerpieces and the miniature perfume bottle table favors.
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OUR MAY CHARITY: LOAVES & FISHES
By Gina Sanderson

My husband and I visited the headquarters of Loaves & Fishes last week. It reminded us of our tour of the Anoka Food
Shelf--another big warehouse, massive pallets piled high with mountains of shrink-wrapped food. But there the similarity
ends. Food shelves serve the people who are able to visit it, and whose low income qualifies them to grocery-shop there.
Loaves and Fishes, on the other hand, not only acquires the food, but also prepares, cooks, delivers, and serves it daily, in
the form of nutritious hot meals to 2,000 people at twenty-six locations. It also sends out mobile food trucks and vans
with food every weekend to feed another 4,000 people in street outreach programs. And nobody needs to qualify at the
door; everyone is welcome. Serving seven Minnesota counties, five of them in the Metro area, Loaves & Fishes is the
largest "open to the public" meal program in the state.
Coordinating this massive effort to feed hungry people are the two delightful people who welcomed us into their
headquarters and showed us around: Patti Sinykin, Director of Development, and Lonny Evans, Director of Volunteers
and Outreach.
Patti was excited to tell us about their great new arrangement with the Minneapolis-St. Paul airport. Five times a week,
they get the leftover food from all the airport concessions--a real windfall. Loaves and Fishes also partners with a
number of companies, schools and universities across the Twin Cities to capture food that would otherwise be tossed
out.
Loaves & Fishes will not serve junk food. When Patti brought us into their
new, spacious warehouse, the first thing we encountered was a pallet full
of spicy Doritos, whereupon she threw up her hands in dismay. "I don't
know what we're going to do with these!" she said. Loaves & Fishes had
just had a delivery of all of the food left over from the Superbowl, a
tremendous acquisition of 50,000 pounds of food, but the Doritos were
part of the deal. So I took three bags home.
Loaves & Fishes operates four large metro farm gardens and a free
farmers market, bringing farm produce to people who would not
otherwise have access to fresh local produce, and bringing gourmet
quality to the meals they serve. Last June, their Coon Rapids farm was
severely storm-damaged. It was all over the news that the hailstorm had
ripped their entire spring planting from the ground, causing $10,000
worth of damage. But Patti shared with us the heartening sequel. Nursery
people and others who had watched the news showed up with truckloads
of plants and seeds and volunteers to do the work. With this outpouring
of support, the entire farm was quickly replanted and was able to produce
a bumper crop that very fall, acquiring lots of new friends in the process.

Patti Sinykin, Director of Development
and Lonny Evans, Director of Volunteers
and Outreach

Like the Anoka Food Coop, Loaves & Fishes needs money more than
goods, because cash enables them to buy food cheaply from local food
banks. But in May, they would also invite your donations of jams and
jellies. Patti, who was fascinated to hear about our organization, will be at
our meeting to join us for lunch and to speak to us after our business
meeting.
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A MINIATURE MUSEUM?
Dear MMG Members,
As you know, the Guild’s Board of Directors has been very conscientious the last 6-7 years to keep our expenses to a
minimum without cutting any benefits to our members. John and Bella Sanders left the Guild over $12,000.00 in
their will. Also, Pete and Karen Fernholz, from Little Enchantments, have been incredibly generous in selling their
remaining merchandise to Guild members and then donating all proceeds to MMG or giving merchandise directly to
MMG to use at the discretion of the Midwest Miniature Guild Board. These actions have contributed to a very
healthy Guild bank balance. Including John and Bella’s bequest, we are approaching $40,000.00.
We’ve been asking members for suggestions about what they would like to do with John and Bella’s bequest. There
were very few comments about a project we could all participate in. It is highly unlikely that everyone would be
interested in a single project.
At the February meeting, I brought up the suggestion of a miniature museum to benefit everyone, not just current
members but future members. We all have thought about the problem of what will become of our miniatures when
we pass on. My children aren’t interested, are yours?
Obviously, $40,000.00 isn’t enough to accomplish a venture of this size, but it’s a start. Jane Sanem and I propose
that we start by putting a good part of our money in a separate bank account. We know that there are many facets
to be considered and we will need legal help.
Most of all, we need our members to help with this large undertaking. Can we count on you for your ideas and
assistance?
Carol Blanchfield

Membership Meeting Minutes (Continued from page 2)
also be interested in a miniatures museum. It was agreed that more study is needed. A suggestion was made to talk
to the Model Railroad museum management and that a task force is formed to further explore this idea.
Jane would like MMG to have a presence at the Minnesota State Fair in 2018.
Jane discussed the success of the garage sale. If another garage sale is planned it might be scheduled at a different
time of the year due to unreliable weather in January.
Names were drawn for Library prizes. Joyce Voxland won for returning a book. Cindy Olson won for checking out a
book.
Names were drawn for door prizes. Winners were Helen Terzian, Priscilla Scott, Betty Beskau, Rebecca Bryden, Niccu
Tafarrodi, Freya Jacobsen, Susan Hegrenes and Kate Jangula.
Members were reminded to pick 5 items from the free table for the Trash to Treasure challenge. Contestants need
to list their five items on the entry form and give it to Freya Jacobson. Your creation needs to be brought to the May
meeting for judging.
Tables numbered off for the centerpieces. The winning number was 5. Winners of the charity raffle were Sue
Taylor, Beth Grabau and Mary Schiefert.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by
Sue Taylor, Secretary
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UPCOMING EVENTS
•
•
•

April 28 - 29, 2018 - Tom Bishop International Show, Chicago, IL
April 26 - 28, 2018 - Three Blind Mice Show, Schaumburg, IL
April 26 - 28, 2018 - The Miniature show, Schaumburg, IL

GOING TO THE CHICAGO SHOWS?

Are you going to The Chicago Shows at the end of April? We’ll have an MMG Get-Together on Friday, April 27 after the Bishop Preview
closes. We’ll get together in Jane Sanem’s/Joan Purcell’s Room. If you are coming to Chicago, we hope you’ll come. It’s a great and
relaxing chance to compare purchases and workshops.

MAY MEMBER GARAGE SALE

Once again, we’ll hold our member garage sale at our May MMG meeting. It will be in the afternoon. You can set up in the
morning, but you have to cover your table. There is no preselling! Tables are $10 each and you can reserve a table with your
registration form. Not enough stuff for a whole table? There may be someone interested in sharing a table with you.
Questions? Contact Jane Sanem.
janeannsanem@gmail.com
612-900-6106 cell
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MMG BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018
Jane Sanem, President
612-822-3738
janeannsanem@gmail.com

Brad Bradshaw, Co-librarian
612-720-9271
bradbradshaw2009@gmail.com

Mary Breslin, Vice President
612-309-5371
marybreslin@earthlink.net

Cherie Mattson, Co-librarian
507-248-3650
sv1cm2mattson@gmail.com

Mila Falbaum, Treasurer
612-729-2815
mfalbaum@comcast.net
Sue Walter, Asst. Treasurer
651-485-1252
susiestampalot@msn.com
Sue Taylor, Secretary
763-755-9787
beulah-jr@att.net
Freya Jacobson, Membership
651-290-2311
fejacobson@hotmail.com

Carol Blanchfield,
Centerpieces/Favors
612-590-3986
caroljoyb@comcast.net
Jan Rasmussen, Newsletter Editor
612-721-8626
mahli214@hotmail.com

Appointed Positions:
Website–
Carson Whitlow
Scholarship Committee:

Joan Purcell, Workshops
952-474-1881
joan.purcell@msn.com

Mary Breslin, Coordinator
Kathy Goettsch
Alice Ann Roberts

Wren Song Miniatures
By Kathleen Stewart

“Unique African, Native American, County,
North Woods, Oriental and Victorian Designs”
www.wrensongminiatures
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NEW BUSINESS MEMBER

Please welcome Amanda Maricle of Minnesota Miniatures Market. Amanda is the proprietor of this brand new online only dollhouse and miniatures retail company. Minnesota Miniatures Market was started in January, 2017. Amanda will
have a sales table at our May meeting. You can visit Amanda’s new online store at minnesotaminiaturesmarket.com.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Barb Burke
3918 124th Circle NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
(314) 719-7332
bburkestl@gmail.com

Helen Terzian
3871 Lilac Lane
Woodbury, MN 55129
(651) 283-8758
h.trzian@att.net

Nicole Foss
617 Ottawa Ave. #2
St. Paul, MN 55107
(406) 579-8828
nicolejfoss@yahoo.com

Rhea Wise
1317 Karth Lake Circle
Arden Hills, MN 55112
(612) 919-2906
rheawise@outlook.com

Miniature Wood Creations
Patrick Kinney

Mora, MN 55051
651 492-7160
Pkinney@miniaturewoodcreations.com
www.miniaturewoodcreations.com
Veteran Owned
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The National Association of Miniaturist Enthusiasts (N.A.M.E.) Annual Convention
By Mary Breslin

Many guild members are also members of N.A.M.E.; many of them regularly attend the annual convention (most
often referred to as “the national”.) If you are curious the “NAME National”, this article is for you.
When is it? N.A.M.E.’s national convention is in the summer – often mid to late July, although this year it is in late
August.
Where is it? In a hotel in the hosting group’s area; this year, it is in Charleston, South Carolina.
How long does it last? That’s a trick question! The shortest convention length is from approximately noon to
noon, Thursday through Sunday. The Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday before the convention begins, you can
take a variety of workshops, some that span more than one day. The workshops offered on Thursday and Friday
are morning-only workshops.
What does it cost? That’s another trick question! The fee to attend the national convention is $255. This covers
three meals and the meeting space rental costs in the hotel – all the costs you would expect with a convention.
From there, costs can vary quite a bit depending upon which workshops you take. The most expensive workshop
this year is $289 for a three-day workshop to create a quarter-scale mansion adapted from full scale historic house
plans. The least expensive workshop is $24 for a half-day workshop to create a floral arrangement in 1” scale. The
special hotel rate this year ($139 + tax at the Embassy Suites) includes a full breakfast.
What kind of workshops are offered? The convention workshops include both 1” and quarter scale and are quite
varied in subject. Some follow the theme of the convention (this year’s theme is Sweet Tea and Sunshine -- A
Southern Celebration.) Dolls, furniture, structures, and décor items such as cakes or floral arrangements are some
examples of the types of workshops offered at N.A.M.E.s’ national conventions.
Who teaches the workshops? Many well-known miniaturists teach workshops at a N.A.M.E. convention. This
year, the list includes Debbie Young, Robin Betterley, Carl Bronsdon, Cat Wingler, Shannon Moore, our own Joan
Purcell, and many more. (Check out the workshops for this year’s convention.)
Vendors: You will find a large selection of vendors . Many of the workshop instructors also have a vendor table.
What else would I find at a N.A.M.E. national convention? There is a garage sale, sales of low-cost ($5 and $10)
kits made especially for the convention, theme luncheons, free seminars, and of course a free bag of goodies
(think table favors.) Perhaps most important, you will find hundreds of fellow miniature enthusiasts. The
convention is a chance to spend 3 ½ to 7 days in the company of other miniaturists, having a great time doing what
we all love to do: make minis, buy minis and talk minis!

FEBRUARY 2018 MEETING SNAPSHOT
•
•
•

Total attendance: 66
Total Current membership roster: 134
38 took classes
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MORNING WORKSHOPS
Quarter Inch Oriental Style Bedroom Set
Assemble Paint and upholster. Red fabric, black
and gold trim.
Instructor: Irma Escue
Skill level: All
Scale: Quarter inch
Cost: $25.00
Tools/Supplies: Small sharp scissor, pinpoint glue
applicator with tacky glue.
Class limit: 8
Extra kits: No

A Chintzy Chair
Liven up that ¼” painted chair with “Chintz!” Cover
a 3D printed armchair with colorful paper napkins.
You can choose your own design.
Instructor: Rebecca Bryden
Skill level: All
Scale: Quarter inch
Cost: $15.00
Tools/Supplies: Small sharp scissor, 2 fine point
tweezers, small soft bristle paintbrush, Mod Podge
Matte-Finish, prop to hold project in process e.g. a
golf tee
Class limit: 10
Extra kits: No

10

MORNING WORKSHOPS CONTINUED
Fringed Rug
Stitch a fringe rug using 30 count evenweave
embroidery fabric and embroidery floss.
Needle, threader, pattern and fabric will be
provided.
Instructor: Judy Myers
Skill level: All
Scale: One inch
Cost: $15.00
Tools/Supplies: Small sharp scissor, good
light and a magnifier if needed for close
needlework.
Class limit: 12
Extra kits: No

Garden Tote
Spring is in the air. Assemble three kits from
Dragonfly: A wooden garden tote with three
accessories; a pair of garden gloves; and
seed packets to put in your tote.
Instructor: Lynn Snyder
Skill level: All
Cost: $19.00
Scale: One inch
Tools/Supplies: Small sharp scissor, small
tip dispenser with tacky glue, tooth picks, and
tweezers.
Class limit: 8
Extra kits: No
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MORNING WORKSHOPS CONTINUED
Open Book for Display
Craft this lovely open book for display and learn
techniques to design your own open books.
Instructor: Joan Purcell
Scale: One inch
Skill Level: All
Tools/Supplies: Small sharp paper scissors.
Cost: $25
Class Limit: 8
Extra Kits: Up to class limit

PICTURES FROM THE FEBRUARY MEETING
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MAY 5, 2018
Guild Meeting and Workshops
Shoreview Community Center
4580 Victoria Street North
Shoreview, MN 55126
651-490-4700

Directions to the Shoreview Community Center
From Minneapolis – Take 35W north to Hwy 96 (1st exit past 694) take a right on Hwy 96 – go
approximately 2 miles to Victoria St. Turn left onto Victoria and go ½ block and turn right into our
parking lot.
From St. Paul – 35E north to 694 west to the Lexington Ave. exit, turn right onto Lexington Ave. Go
approximately 1½ miles to Hwy 96 (stop light) turn right onto Hwy 96 go ½ mile to Victoria St. turn
left, and go ½ block and turn right into our parking.
From NE (Forest Lake, Hugo) – 35E south to Hwy 96, take a right and go approximately 4 miles, you
will go past our building and take a right on Victoria to get to our parking lot.
From NW (Anoka, Blaine, Coon Rapids) – Hwy 10 south to Hwy 96, turn left on Hwy 96 and go
approximately 1½ miles to Victoria St. turn left on Victoria, go ½ block and turn right into our parking
lot.
From East (Woodbury, Oakdale, Eastern Wisconsin) – 694 west to Lexington Ave. turn right on
Lexington Ave. go approximately 1½ miles to Hwy 96 and take a right, go ½ mile to Victoria and turn
left, go ½ block and turn right into our parking lot.
From West (New Brighton, Fridley, Brooklyn Park) – 694 east to Lexington Ave. turn left on
Lexington, go approximately 1½ miles to Hwy 96 and turn right, go ½ mile to Victoria St. and take a
left, go ½ block and turn right into our parking lot.
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